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his is one of the FOUNDATION DOCTRINES of the Christian faith.  To deny that 
there is a PHYSICAL RESURRECTION is to err from the faith. That there were 
those in the first century church who denied a physical resurrection is attested to by 

several passages in the New Testament. We will not look at these passages in detail at this 
stage, reserving this exercise for a later stage. 
 
The lengthy passage, 1 Cor 15:1-58, tells us explicitly, "Now if Christ be preached that he 
rose from the dead, HOW SAY SOME AMONG YOU that there is NO RESURRECTION 
OF THE DEAD?" (v 12.) 
 
Then, in 2 Tim 2:17-18, "And their word will eat as a canker:  of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Philetus; who CONCERNING THE TRUTH HAVE ERRED, saying that the resurrection 
is past already; and overthrow the faith of some." 
 
Thus at Corinth there were some who were denying a physical resurrection, while Timothy 
was told of those who taught of a resurrection which had taken place already.  The idea in 
this instance being, so it would seem, that the resurrection was SPIRITUAL and not 
MATERIAL. However, we find that the BIBLE records instances where the process of 
death was reversed, natural life being restored to the individual concerned.  
 
Of course, in all these instances of restoration to natural life, death eventually took its toll.  
But there is promise even in these instances, of the fact that death is not absolute.  That it 
can be reversed. We need always to remember that DEATH has passed upon all men 
because of the transgression of ADAM and EVE.  Had they not yielded to the 
blandishments of SATAN, death would never have REIGNED since ADAM.  
 

NATURAL RESURRECTION 
 
There are THREE instances of restoration to natural life in the Old Testament, and FIVE in 
the New Testament, THREE by the LORD JESUS, ONE by PETER and the OTHER by 
PAUL. 
 

1. In 1 Kings 17:17-24, we find the record of the DEATH and RESURRECTION of 
the son of the widow woman in Zarephath, who was raised through the intercession 
of Elijah. 

2. Then in 2 Kings 4:18-37 we find Elisha restoring the son of the GREAT WOMAN 
of SHUNEM, who had built a chamber for the use of the prophet who passed by her 
house oftentimes.  When first she did this she was childless, but conceived by the 
word of the prophet.  No wonder she sent for the man of GOD when her little boy 
died. 

3. Then, after ELISHA had died and placed in his sepulchre, a band of invading 
MOABITES, cast the body of a dead man into the prophet's tomb, and, when he 
touched the bones of ELISHA, he revived. (2 Kings 13:20-21). Thus the prophet, 
who had asked for a double portion of the SPIRIT that rested upon ELIJAH, to rest 
on him (2 Kings 2:9), not only performed twice as many miracles as his mentor, but 
also raised two from the dead as to ELIJAH'S one. 

T 
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1. When we come to the LORD JESUS CHRIST, we find him raising a little girl who 

had just died, from the dead.  She was the daughter of JAIRUS, the ruler of the 
synagogue in Capernaum. (Mt 9:25; Mk 4:42; Lu 8:55.) 

2. Then he raised a young man, the son of a widow woman in NAIN, from the dead.  
This young man had been dead possibly for as long as 24 hours.  
(Luke 7:15). 

3. But the greatest miracle was that of the raising of LAZARUS in BETHANY. Not 
only had the LORD not responded to the plea for help with regards to his illness 
made by the dead man's sisters, he had tarried so long that, when he finally arrived, 
LAZARUS had been dead for FOUR DAYS already.  His body must have been in 
an advanced stage of decomposition in that warm climate. When JESUS said to the 
sisters, "Thy brother shall rise again", MARTHA replied, "I know that he shall rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day." (John 11:24).  Thus she was clearly familiar 
with the fact that there would be a physical resurrection. JESUS then made his 
wonderful claim that he was "The RESURRECTION and the LIFE."  He then called 
to LAZARUS by name, and he came forth out of the tomb, bound hand and foot 
with grave clothes. (John 11:1-46). 

4. Then we have the record of Peter, who raised DORCAS from the dead in the little 
seaside town of Joppa. (Acts 9:36-43). 

5. Finally, as the result of PAUL continuing to preach until midnight, a young man 
named EUTYCHUS, fell from an upper window, and, when he was taken up, he was 
found to be dead.  Paul raised him from the dead and, we are told, they were not a 
little comforted. (Acts 20:7-12). 

But all these people DIED again, a SECOND time; they were only given a longer life than 
that which they would have had.  But what we do see in all these instances is that DEATH 
is reversible.  In fact, some aver, that had JESUS not been so specific, He said DAMSEL 
ARISE (Mk 5:41), YOUNG MAN ARISE (Lu 7:14), LAZARUS COME FORTH (Jn 
11:43), then ALL THE DEAD would have come forth at his command, as, one day, they 
will indeed come forth. (Jn 5:28-29). 
 

RESURRECTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
As we have seen already, the MAJOR DOCTRINES can all be found in the O.T. While the 
O.T. does not have nearly as much to say about the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead 
as the N.T., there are a number of passages, which are clear as to the fact that the doctrine 
was not an unfamiliar one with the saints of the old dispensation. 
 
Thus, in the book of JOB, which is reputed to be the oldest book in the BIBLE, there are 
TWO PASSAGES, which indicate that the writer, possibly JOB himself, believed that 
there would be a resurrection. 
 

 In Job 14:12-15 we read, "So man lies down and does not rise.  Till the heavens are 
no more, men will not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep ...  If a man die shall 
he live again?  All the days of my warfare and service I will wait, till my change 
and release shall come." (Ampl.) In the R.S.V. the word CHANGE is translated 
RELEASE.  What RELEASE is JOB referring to here?  It is the RELEASE from 
the BONDAGE OF DEATH. 
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 Then in Job 19:23-27, we find the following statement, "For I know that my 
REDEEMER liveth, and he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:  And after 
my skin, even this body, has been destroyed, yet in my flesh shall I see GOD:  
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another." Here the 
writer states that there would come a time, even though his physical body be 
destroyed, that he would see GOD, in HIS FLESH.  Thus he was sure that AFTER 
DEATH there would come a time when he would be resurrected from the DEAD to 
see GOD with a PHYSICAL BODY. 

 
 Then Psalm 16:9-11, the psalmist David speaks of the resurrection.  In its context, 

David is speaking of himself.  Prophetically, the passage refers to the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. Notice what he says, "My flesh shall rest in HOPE."  "Thou wilt not leave 
my SOUL in Hell (Sheol)."  "Thou wilt show me the path of life." All this expresses 
the hope of a future life in a resurrection body. 

 Psalm 17:15 is very explicit.  "As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness:  I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness."  Here David is clearly referring 
to the AWAKENING from the state of death.  This can only be a reference to the 
resurrection of the body. 

 So Psalm 49:14-15 speaks of DEATH being our shepherd, but of GOD 
RANSOMING us from the power of HELL (Sheol), and receiving us. 

 In Isa 25:8 we have the wonderful passage, quoted by PAUL in 1 Cor 15:54.  "He 
will swallow up death in victory; and the LORD GOD will wipe away tears from off 
all faces." 

 Isa 26:19 is even clearer concerning the doctrine of the resurrection. Isaiah writes, 
"Thy dead shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise.  Awake and sing 
ye that dwell in the dust:" The R.S.V. is much better for clarity.  We read, "Thy dead 
shall live, their bodies shall rise.  O dwellers in the dust awake and sing for joy."  
These words are very plain and easy to be understood.  GOD will one day cause the 
dead to rise and to rejoice.  O happy blessed day for all who love GOD. 

 Ezekiel chapter 37 deals with resurrection.  It is not a physical resurrection, which is 
dealt with here, however, but the spiritual resurrection of Israel, their restoration to 
fellowship and communion with GOD on a national basis.  But the very language 
used here argues the case for a physical resurrection.  What is described here is not 
beyond the capability of the GOD whom we serve.   

 The language employed by the prophet DANIEL is also very explicit.  It cannot be 
interpreted in any other way but that there will be a literal, physical resurrection.  He 
writes in Dan 12:2, "And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to everlasting contempt." Daniel makes it 
clear that the resurrection will not be a joyous event for all.  For some it is going to 
be a time of anguish and contempt.  We will see later that the N.T. scriptures 
separate the resurrection of the righteous from the resurrection of the unrighteous.  
We must allow for progression in doctrine. Later writers add more to the teachings 
of earlier writers so that, for a clear understanding, we need to take all the scriptures, 
and the truth is the sum of them all. 

 One final scripture in Hosea 13:14 which reads as follows, "I will ransom them from 
the power of the grave (Sheol); I will redeem them from death:  O death, I will be 
thy plagues.  O grave (Sheol), I will be thy destruction:" Thus DEATH can only hold 
the body for a while.  Hades or Sheol can only hold the soul for a while."  One day, 
the LORD JESUS, who has the keys of DEATH and of HADES, will cause ALL 
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men to be raised from the dead. 

 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 
Writing to the Corinthians, PAUL the apostle says, "For as in ADAM all die, even so in 
CHRIST shall all be made alive.  But every man in his own order:  CHRIST the firstfruits, 
afterward they that are CHRIST'S at his coming, then cometh the end. 
 
From this we see the following: - 
 

 CHRIST is raised FIRST. 

 The DEAD IN CHRIST are RAISED at his coming. 

 The WICKED DEAD are RAISED at the END. 

CHRIST being the FIRSTFRUITS of them that slept, we will examine the scriptures, 
which deal with his RESURRECTION firstly. 
 

THE LORD’S TEACHING CONCERNING HIS RESURRECTION AND ITS 
FULFILLMENT 
 
Some would have us to believe that the LORD JESUS only began to teach that he would 
die and rise again, when he began to experience growing resistance to his ministry. This is 
not, in fact, true.  From the beginning of his ministry the LORD emphasized the fact that 
he had come to this world to die for our sins, and to rise again from the dead. 
 
Looking at the gospel written by JOHN because it is the only gospel written in 
chronological sequence we find the LORD JESUS cleansing the TEMPLE, only a few 
days after commencing his ministry.  Being asked for a sign by the leaders of the JEWS he 
answered them as follows, "Destroy this TEMPLE, and in THREE DAYS I will raise it up 
... he spake of the TEMPLE of his body." (John 2:19-21). 
 
Mark refers to this incident when he records the testimony of the LORD'S accusers before 
the HIGH PRIEST.  We read, "There arose certain, and bare false witness against him, 
saying, ‘We heard him say, I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three 
days I will build another made without hands.’" (Mark 14:57-58). We need not comment 
on the way in which these false accusers twisted the words of the LORD JESUS, and 
inferred that HE WOULD DESTROY the (LITERAL) TEMPLE. 
 
We read in Matt 16:21, "From that time forth began JESUS to show unto his disciples, 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be KILLED, and be RAISED AGAIN the third day." 
 
Thus the LORD began to teach his death and resurrection at CAESAREA PHILIPPI, just 
after telling his disciples that he would build his church upon a rock, which rock was the 
confession of PETER that JESUS was the CHRIST, the SON OF THE LIVING GOD.  
(See also Luke 9:18-22.) 
 
Later in GALILEE he says again, "The SON OF MAN shall be betrayed into the hands of 
men:  and they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again." (Matt 17:22-23). 
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We have the testimony of the angels at the tomb, after JESUS had risen, when they said, 
"Why seek ye the living among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen:  remember how he 
spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The SON OF MAN must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again." (Luke 24:5-7). 
 
Of course, his disciples did not understand the LORD'S teaching concerning his 
resurrection from the dead. Thus, when he came down from the Mount of Transfiguration 
with Peter, James and John, "He charged them that they should tell no man what things 
they had seen till the SON OF MAN were risen from the dead.  And they kept that saying 
with themselves, questioning one with another the rising from the dead should mean." 
(Mark 9:9-10). 
 
In fact, the opponents of the LORD seemed to have a better understanding of the claims of 
the SAVIOUR. After the LORD had been placed in the TOMB, the chief priests and 
Pharisees came together unto PILATE, saying, "Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, 
while he was yet alive, after three days I will rise again.  Command therefore that the 
sepulchre be made sure unto the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him 
away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead:  so the last error shall be worse 
than the first." (Matt 27:62-65). The rulers of the JEWS did not believe that JESUS would 
rise again, but AT LEAST they remembered that he had claimed that he would do so.  The 
disciples on the other hand, did not even understand what their LORD was getting at. Only 
after his resurrection did they comprehend the wonderful truth that he not only died for our 
sins, but that he also rose for our justification. 
 
When the time drew near for the LORD JESUS to go up to Jerusalem to accomplish his 
decease he took the TWELVE apart and said to them, "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and 
the SON OF MAN shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they 
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, 
and to crucify:  and the third day he shall rise again." (Matt 20:17-19). Mark and Luke also 
record these words of the LORD JESUS.  (Mk 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34.) 
 
We notice the great detail the LORD gives his disciples concerning the sufferings that were 
going to be his.  Only the SON OF GOD could have known beforehand the intimate details 
of the agony that was to be his in order that he might redeem us from our sins.  Yet, in 
spite of the wealth of detail given we read in Luke, "And they understood none of these 
things:  and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were 
spoken." (Luke 18:34). 
 
After the last supper JESUS said to his disciples, "All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night:  for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered abroad.  But AFTER I AM RISEN AGAIN, I will go before you into Galilee." 
(Matt 26:32). 
 
Thus from the beginning of his ministry until his last night upon the earth the LORD 
JESUS constantly, and continuously taught his RISING AGAIN from the dead, but it was 
only afterwards that his followers fully comprehended the teaching of the LORD. 
 

THE FACT OF HIS RESURRECTION 
 
We are all aware of the sorrow and grief of his followers, when the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST died upon the cross.  JESUS had said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall 
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weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice:  and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow 
shall be turned into joy." (John 16:20). 
 
How filled with sorrow and fear the disciples were.  They barricaded themselves behind 
locked doors, for fear of the JEWS. (John 20:19). 
 
But soon the fact of his resurrection began to be noised abroad.  He had been three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth, thus fulfilling the sign of the prophet Jonas.  
(Matt 12:40). 
 

 When the TWO MARY'S came to the tomb of JESUS there was a great earthquake, 
for the angel of the LORD descended from heaven, and rolled back the stone from 
the door, and sat on it.  It would seem as if the two women, as well as the keepers 
saw all this happen.  The angel spoke to the women, saying, "Fear not ye, for I know 
that ye seek JESUS, which was crucified.  He is not here:  for he is risen as he said ... 
go quickly and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead." (Matt 28:1-7).  There 
is a similar passage in Mark 16:1-8, and also in Luke 24:1-10. 

 Peter also went to the tomb and beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves. (Luke 
24:12). 

 In John's gospel we read of Peter and John, running to the tomb after the women's 
report and seeing the empty tomb.  This is when JOHN believed although "They 
knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead." (John 20:1-10). 

Thus, very early on the FIRST DAY of the week, the FACT of the RESURRECTION was 
testified to, by the empty tomb. 
 

WITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
 
We do not rest our belief concerning the resurrection of JESUS CHRIST merely upon the 
empty tomb.  The evidence of his resurrection is far stronger than that.  It rests upon the 
fact that, not only was the tomb empty, no body to be found, but that the LORD HIMSELF 
made a number of appearances to his disciples after he had risen from the dead. 
 
We will, at this stage, look at the appearances of the LORD, recorded in the scriptures. 
 

 In Mark 16:9-11 we are told that when JESUS was risen, early in the first day of the 
week, he appeared FIRST to MARY MAGDALENE, out of whom he had cast 
SEVEN DEMONS.  In John 20:11-18 we are given more details of this appearance.  
Mary supposed that JESUS was the gardener, but when he called her by name, she 
recognised the LORD. 

 JESUS then appeared to MARY MAGDALENE and the other women (Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, Salome), as they were going to give the angel's message 
to the disciples.  They came and held him by the feet and worshipped him. (Matt 
28:9-10). 

 Then the LORD JESUS appeared to SIMON PETER.  We can only wonder at what 
he said to this servant of his, who had failed him so signally.  (Lu 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5). 

 Then he appeared to two of his disciples as they journeyed to Emmaus.  Here he 
taught them that CHRIST ought to suffer these things, and to enter into his glory. 
(Luke 24:13-32;  Mark 16:12-13). 
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 The LORD JESUS then appeared to TEN of his apostles.  Thomas was missing from 
the company on this occasion. (John 20:19-25). 

 Then he appeared to all ELEVEN of the disciples, rebuking Thomas for his unbelief. 
(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:26-31; 1 Cor 15:5). 

 The LORD then appeared to SEVEN of his disciples who had gone fishing in 
Galilee.  (Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John and two others.)  John says that 
this was the THIRD TIME that JESUS had shown himself to his disciples, after that 
he was risen from the dead. (John 21:14, John 21:1-25). These THREE appearances 
would have been FIRSTLY to TEN of them, then to ELEVEN of them, and then 
finally, to SEVEN of them. 

 Then he appeared to the ELEVEN in GALILEE, in a mountain, which JESUS had 
appointed them. (Matt 28:16). Let us notice that, when the LORD appeared to the 
TEN and then to the ELEVEN a week later, they were behind closed doors.  
(John 20:19,26.)  The appearance to the SEVEN was on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. (John 21:9). 

 We see in 1 Cor 15:5 that the LORD JESUS was also seen of the TWELVE.  As 
JUDAS had already committed suicide, and as the choosing of MATTHIAS to take 
his place only took place after the ASCENSION, we see in this scripture the fact that 
there was a close association between the ELEVEN and MATTHIAS even before he 
was appointed, at Peter's instigation, to take the place of JUDAS.  Thus, at some 
stage after his resurrection, the LORD JESUS appeared to the ELEVEN AND 
MATTHIAS. 

 The LORD JESUS also appeared to his HALF-BROTHER, JAMES. (1 Cor 15:7). 

 He appeared to about FIVE HUNDRED brethren at once.  Paul says that the greater 
part of this company was still alive at the time he wrote the epistle, although some of 
them had died. (1 Cor 15:6). 

 His FINAL appearance was on the Mount of Olives when he ascended up to be with 
the FATHER, seated on his right hand. (Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9-12). 

 Here it was to the APOSTLES that he showed himself again. (1 Cor 15:7 refers to 
this FINAL meeting of the LORD with his APOSTLES.  "Then to all the 
APOSTLES.") 

Thus we see that there were TWELVE RECORDED appearances of the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST to his followers after his resurrection.  There may well have been more, but these 
are all that the scriptures speak of. 
 
We need, however, to remember PAUL who wrote, "Last of all he was seen of me also, as 
of one born out of due time." (1 Cor 15:8). 
 
Thus we have an abundant testimony as to the fact that JESUS rose again. 
 
That his resurrection entailed the possession of a physical body is clearly taught by the 
scriptures. 
 
We are told that the PHYSICAL BODY of the LORD JESUS, as it lay in the TOMB, did 
not see corruption. (Ps 16:10.  Quoted Acts 2:27,31; 13:34-37). 
 
This BODY was RAISED a GLORIFIED BODY.  Thus the LORD JESUS CHRIST has a 
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GLORIFIED PHYSICAL BODY.  Perhaps it would be better to call it a TANGIBLE 
BODY. 
 
We are told by LUKE that the disciples were afraid, supposing that they had seen a spirit 
or GHOST.  JESUS speaks to them saying, "Why are ye troubled? And why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts?  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself:  handle me and see; 
for a spirit hath not FLESH and BONES, as ye see me have, And when he had thus 
spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet." After this they gave him a piece of broiled 
fish and some honeycomb, and he took it, and ate it before them." (Luke 24:36-43). 
 
Looking at his hands and feet, the disciples would see the marks of his suffering, and know 
that it was the selfsame JESUS who had been crucified. There are some who, taking the 
statement that JESUS had flesh and bones, omitting the mention of blood, teach that this is 
the FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE between the NATURAL and the GLORIFIED 
BODY.  This may well be so, but it is really going beyond what the BIBLE teaches 
specifically.  We do not know much about this matter at all. Suffice to say that the 
resurrection body will be infinitely more wonderful than our present body, which is 
"Fearfully and wonderfully made." (Ps 139:14). 
 
When JESUS spoke to THOMAS he also manifested forth the fact that he had a material 
body. "Reach hither thy finger and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust 
it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing." (John 20:27). 
 
We can truly echo the words of Paul, when he wrote to Corinth concerning those who were 
denying the resurrection of CHRIST.  He said, "But now is CHRIST RISEN from the 
dead, and become the FIRSTFRUITS of them that slept." (1 Cor 15:20). 
 

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AS IT AFFECTED THE LIFE AND 
PREACHING OF THE CHURCH 
 
When we come to the Acts of the Apostles, we are immediately confronted with the 
importance of the resurrection as far as their life and teaching was concerned.  They 
preached JESUS CHRIST raised from the dead. 
 
Thus Luke tells us right at the start of the Acts that the LORD JESUS showed himself alive 
after his passion by many infallible proofs. (Acts 1:3). 
 
Then in proposing to select a successor to JUDAS, PETER said that the one ordained must 
be "A WITNESS WITH US OF HIS RESURRECTION". (Acts 1:22). 
 

THE APOSTLES 
 
We read of the emphasis of the APOSTLES on the resurrection of CHRIST.  We read, 
"And with great power gave the apostles witness of the RESURRECTION of the LORD 
JESUS:  and great grace was upon them all." (Acts 4:33). 
 

THE PREACHING OF PETER 
 
Right from the beginning Peter preached that CHRIST ROSE from the dead. 
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Thus on the day of Pentecost he quotes from the Psalms and, applying the O.T. scriptures 
to the RESURRECTION of CHRIST, Peter says, "This JESUS hath GOD RAISED up, 
whereof we all are witnesses." (Acts 2:24-32). 
 
Then again, after the healing of the lame man Peter avers, "You ... killed the PRINCE OF 
LIFE, whom GOD hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses." (Acts 3:15). 
 
We are told that the Sadducees were grieved that they "Preached through JESUS the 
resurrection from the dead" (Acts 4:2), and so arrested Peter and John. Before all the rulers 
of the JEWS Peter said on the following day, "Be it known unto you all, and to all the 
people of Israel, that by the name of JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, who ye crucified, whom 
GOD raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand before you whole."  
(Acts 4:10). 
 
The apostles were let go after being warned not to preach in the name of JESUS. Having 
ignored this injunction, they were later arrested again. Peter again refers, in his address to 
the rulers, to the sufferings and exaltation of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. (Acts 5:30-32). 
When Peter preached to the household of Cornelius, he preached the resurrection saying, 
"And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in 
Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:  him GOD raised up the third day, and 
showed him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of GOD, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with him AFTER he rose from the dead." (Acts 10:40-41). 
 

THE PREACHING OF PAUL 
 
Paul was just as emphatic in his preaching concerning the resurrection of the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 
 
Thus in Acts 13:30-34 we read of him saying in the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch, "But 
GOD raised him from the dead; and he was seen many days of them which came up with 
him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people."  Paul then uses the 
same Psalm that Peter used on the day of Pentecost, to show that CHRIST would not see 
corruption, being raised from the dead by GOD so that glad tidings could be preached to 
men. 
 
Then when Paul came to Thessalonica he went to the synagogue, and reasoned with them 
out of the scriptures "Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead." (Acts 17:2-3). 
 
Then in Athens Paul reasoned with the Stoics and the Epicurians, telling them that GOD 
has appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead." (Acts 17:31). 
 
Then in Acts 26:23 he speaks to King Agrippa, averring that he preached none other things 
than those spoken by Moses and the prophets, "That CHRIST should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise from the dead." 
 
When we come to the epistles, we find the TEACHING of the APOSTLES as opposed to 
their PREACHING recorded in the Acts. In their teaching we find them emphasizing the 
RESURRECTION of CHRIST as being VITAL to our faith. 
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THE TEACHING OF PETER 
 
Speaking of the resurrection of the LORD JESUS, PETER tells us that GOD has 
BEGOTTEN us again unto a LIVING hope by the resurrection of CHRIST from the dead. 
(1 Peter 1:3). 
 
Thus PETER tells us that our hope for eternity rests upon the fact that CHRIST was raised 
from the dead. This is the point that PAUL MAKES WHEN HE DEALS with those in 
Corinth who were denying the resurrection of CHRIST. 
 
If Christ is not raised from the dead, says Paul, then your faith is vain. You are yet in your 
sins.  Those who have died in Christ have perished, if CHRIST be not risen.  Indeed, if we 
have hope in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most miserable. (1 Cor 15:17-19.) 
 
The resurrection is the SEAL of GOD upon the work of CHRIST.  It is the evidence that 
the death of CHRIST upon the CROSS of Calvary was not in vain.  The SEAL of GOD'S 
approval upon the work of redemption wrought upon the CROSS is nothing less than the 
resurrection of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The proof of the fact that he has forever settled 
the question of sin, removing the barrier between man and GOD, is that GOD RAISED 
HIM from the dead. Had GOD not RAISED CHRIST from the dead, it would be proof of 
the fact that what CHRIST did for us there, did not find favour with GOD.  That it did find 
favour with GOD is attested to by the fact that GOD raised him from the dead. 
 
Peter has more to say about the resurrection of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. He writes in 1 
Peter 3:18-22 telling us that he was put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.  
The Living Bible is much clearer than the K.J.V. so quoting from it we read, "In baptism 
we show that we have been saved from death and doom by the resurrection of CHRIST." 
Thus the whole of our faith hinges on the RESURRECTION of our LORD.  Had he not 
risen, we would have had no hope. 
 
If we take a careful look at the disciples and their behaviour after the LORD died, we will 
be left in no doubt that CHRIST and all his TEACHINGS, which he had taught them, 
would never have been heard of again, had he not risen from the dead and manifested 
himself to them. 
 

THE TEACHING OF PAUL 
 
Paul the apostle wrote to SEVEN CHURCHES in all, to the Romans, Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and the Thessalonians. In every one of his 
epistles to these SEVEN CHURCHES, Paul mentioned the RESURRECTION of JESUS to 
some degree or other.  We will take a look at what he had to say to them collectively. 
 

 Paul tells us that CHRIST was raised according to the scriptures. (1 Cor 15:3-4).  
These scriptures were the Old Testament scriptures, particularly Psalm 16.   

 Paul also says in 2 Tim 2:8 "Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David, was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel."  Paul's gospel constantly affirmed the 
resurrection of JESUS as we have seen in his preaching in the Acts, and as we will 
see in the epistles.  

 We see that he is insistent that the LORD JESUS was the FIRST to RISE from the 
DEAD.  Other resurrections, we have seen, were merely restoration to natural life.  
With CHRIST it is not so.  John writes in the Revelation that JESUS is the 
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FIRSTBEGOTTEN of the dead, or, the First to rise from the dead, never to die 
again. (Rev 1:5).  John also says, "I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I 
am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of Hades and death." (Rev 1:18).  
 

o So in 1 Cor 15:20,23, Paul refers to the LORD JESUS as THE 
FIRSTFRUITS. 

o Also in Col 1:18 Paul calls him "THE FIRSTBORN from the DEAD." 

 Thus, JESUS having conquered death, we need not fear death, for, when the DAY 
OF CHRIST comes, he will raise his people, giving them the same QUALITY of life 
that he himself now enjoys. Paul constantly claims that the LORD JESUS was raised 
from the dead, by GOD (the Father) through the power and operation of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus in Rom 6:4 we read that he was raised up from the dead, by the GLORY 
of the FATHER. 

 Again, in Rom 8:11 Paul tells us that "If the Spirit of him that raised up JESUS from 
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies." 

 We read in 1 Cor 6:14 that GOD raised up the LORD, likewise 2 Cor 4:14. 

 In 2 Cor 13:4 Paul tells us that it is by the POWER OF GOD that JESUS lives. 

 That GOD raised JESUS from the dead is also attested to by Col 2:12; 1 Th 1:10; 
Hebrews 13:20. 

 Having been raised from the dead by the power of GOD, he is now seated with GOD 
in Heavenly places, having been raised from the dead by GOD. (Rom 8:34). 

 Having been raised from the dead, JESUS CHRIST can die no more.  Paul tells us in 
Rom 6:9 that death has no more dominion over him.  Indeed, as we have seen in Rev 
1:18 JESUS CHRIST has the KEYS of death and Hades.  Being in possession of the 
KEYS indicates that HE is LORD over HADES and DEATH, and not the other way 
round. 

 Paul tells us that the resurrection attested to the fact that JESUS CHRIST was THE 
SON OF GOD WITH POWER. Rom 1:4.  Thus the resurrection not only manifested 
the seal of the FATHER'S approval upon the work of his SON on the CROSS, it also 
testified to the fact that the relationship between JESUS CHRIST and HIMSELF 
was different from the relationship of GOD to any creature being. 

 Writing to the Romans, Paul tells us in Rom 4:24-25 that CHRIST was raised for our 
justification.  This is why the resurrection of CHRIST is so vital for our wellbeing.  
JUSTIFICATION deals with that RIGHT-STANDING with GOD that the LORD 
JESUS affords us.  A.H. Strong defines Justification as "That judicial act of God by 
which, on account of Christ, to whom the sinner is united by faith, he declares that 
sinner to be no longer exposed to the penalty of the law, but to be restored to his 
favour ... God did condemn; now he acquits.  He did repel; he now admits favour." 

 But had CHRIST not risen from the dead, we would not be justified at all. Indeed, 
we would still be exposed to the wrath of GOD and the full penalty of the law. The 
RESURRECTION of CHRIST is the act that makes the gospel meaningful. That the 
resurrection of our LORD JESUS CHRIST is vital to our salvation can be seen from 
Romans 10:9 where we read "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved." 
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 A denial of the resurrection is to deny the faith.  This is why Paul devotes a whole 
chapter in 1 Cor 15, to correct the wrong teaching concerning the resurrection of 
JESUS CHRIST. 

 In 2 Cor 5:15 we are told to live for CHRIST who died for us and rose again.  We 
notice again the fact that the death and resurrection of the LORD are coupled 
together.  There are so many who place crucifixes in their places of worship, 
portraying the LORD JESUS hanging on the CROSS.  The impression is conveyed 
(almost) that he is still on the cross.  God forbid.  He rose from the dead and is 
seated on the right hand of the MAJESTY on high. 

 If we should lay emphasis on anything today, it should be the empty tomb. In 1 
Thess 4:14 Paul makes it clear that the HOPE of the CHRISTIAN is centred on the 
resurrection of the LORD.  If he did not rise, we are of all men most miserable. (1 
Cor 15:19).  But because he rose again, we can look forward to the future with 
anticipation.  Because he lives, we will live also.  So Paul says to the believers in 
Thessalonica that he did not want them to be sorrowful as those who had no HOPE. 

 If we believe that JESUS died and ROSE again, those who have died in the LORD 
will also rise again in the resurrection of the JUST.  This is why the appearing of the 
LORD is called the blessed hope. (Titus 2:13). 

 When he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 
3:2).  This hope is only afforded to us by the resurrection of JESUS CHRIST from 
the dead. 

 

CONCERNING MATTHEW 27:50-53  
 
We read in this portion of the scriptures that when the LORD JESUS died on the cross, that 
"the veil in the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy 
city, and appeared unto many". 
 
This is a difficult passage and many commentators avoid it.  What really happened here?  
Did these saints rise with resurrection bodies?  Or did they rise with natural bodies, which 
died again? 
 
Let us look at the order in which things happened: - 
 

 The TOMBS of many of the O.T. saints, who were buried there, were opened. 

 Christ rose from the dead on the third day. 

 The SAINTS arose and came out of their TOMBS, going into JERUSALEM and 
appearing to many. 

If these SAINTS rose with GLORIFIED bodies, then the LORD HIMSELF MUST have 
resurrected them, after he rose. When we go to Lev 23:9-14 we find the most probable 
explanation of this wonder. When Israel entered into the land they were to take the FIRST 
SHEAF of the harvest to the PRIEST. 
 
Moses wrote, "HE SHALL WAVE THE SHEAF BEFORE THE LORD, to be accepted for 
you:  on the MORROW AFTER THE SABBATH the PRIEST shall wave it." 
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The SABBATH referred to here in Lev 23:11 is the WEEKLY SABBATH after the 
PASSOVER. Thus we see the FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS following the PASSOVER. 
(Lev 23:4-8). 
 
When we look at the last days of the LORD we see the following: - 
 

1. SIX DAYS before the PASSOVER Jesus came to BETHANY. (John 12:1).  (9th 
Nissan) 

2. TRIUMPHAL ENTRY on the MORROW. (John 12:12).  (Lamb chosen 10th Nisan. 
Ex 12:3) 

3. On the MORROW fig tree cursed, temple cleansed.  (11th Nisan. Mk 11:12-18). 

4. OLIVET DISCOURSE.  After TWO DAYS the PASSOVER cometh.  (Mk 11:20-
25;  11:26-13:37). 

5. THE LORD CRUCIFIED.  (15th Nisan) 

6. FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS.  (18th Nisan.) 

When the LORD JESUS rose from the dead on the 18th Nisan (a Sunday morning) that 
which the FEAST OF THE FIRSTFRUITS typified, was fulfilled. Thus the SAINTS, who 
rose from the dead typified by the SHEAF brought to the priest, accompanied the LORD 
JESUS, when he went to the FATHER'S presence, to sprinkle his blood upon the heavenly 
mercy seat. 
 
Just as the earthly PRIEST waved the SHEAF before the LORD, these SAINTS were the 
WAVE-OFFERING, offered by the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The WAVE-OFFERING was 
made on the MORROW after the SABBATH, or the FIRST DAY of the week, which was 
when CHRIST and these SAINTS rose from the dead. Thus, just as the WAVE-
OFFERING spoke of the HARVEST to follow, these saints, who constituted the 
HEAVENLY WAVE-OFFERING, were the promise of the GREAT HARVEST, when the 
dead in CHRIST will be presented to the FATHER by the LORD JESUS himself. 
 

THE FIRST RESURRECTION 
 
There are THREE STAGES to the FIRST RESURRECTION: - 
 

1. THE FIRSTFRUITS.  Those who rose with the LORD JESUS.  (THE WAVE 
OFFERING.) 

2. THE RESURRECTION AT THE RAPTURE.  (THE HARVEST.) 

3. THE GLEANINGS.  (Tribulation martyrs raised after ARMAGEDDON.) 

 
We have taken a look at the saints who rose after the resurrection of CHRIST.  Now we 
need to look at the saints who rise at the time of the RAPTURE. 
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THE RESURRECTION AT THE TIME OF THE RAPTURE 
 
We need to take a look at 1 Cor 15:23 again.  There we read, "But every man in his own 
order:  CHRIST the firstfruits; afterward they that are CHRIST'S at his coming." 
 
Concerning this RESURRECTION Paul wrote, "I show you a MYSTERY; we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed." 
 
Concerning the saints who slept Paul says to the Thessalonians, "Concerning them which 
are asleep ... if we believe that JESUS died and rose again, even so also them which sleep 
in JESUS will GOD bring with him." (1 Th 4:13-14). 
 
Paul continues, "The dead in CHRIST shall rise FIRST." (2 Th 4:16). 
 
But, as we have already seen, "WE SHALL NOT ALL SLEEP, but WE SHALL ALL BE 
CHANGED." We remember how JOB spoke of his "CHANGE" coming. (Job 14:12-15). 
 
Thus Paul says the DEAD IN CHRIST WILL RISE FIRST and "Then WE WHICH ARE 
ALIVE and REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM." (1 Th 
4:17). 
 
Now concerning the RESURRECTION of the RIGHTEOUS DEAD, the 
TRANSFORMATION of the LIVING SAINTS, and their BEING CAUGHT AWAY, we 
can state on the authority of scripture, that this teaching was a MYSTERY. 
 
Thus, what JESUS taught concerning the SON OF MAN sending forth his angels with the 
sound of a GREAT TRUMPET to gather out of his KINGDOM all things that offend, and 
them which do iniquity (Matt 13:41), as well as his sending his angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet to gather together his elect from the four winds (Matt 24:31), cannot refer to 
the RAPTURE and the FIRST RESURRECTION, or else, HOW COULD WHAT PAUL 
TAUGHT BE A MYSTERY? 
 
In fact what JESUS spoke of, and what PAUL spoke of, were not related at all. Paul said, 
in fact, CHRIST is COMING to RAISE the RIGHTEOUS DEAD, TRANSFORM the 
LIVING BELIEVERS, and leave the WICKED DEAD in their TOMBS, and the LIVING 
WICKED upon the earth. 
 
JESUS taught EXACTLY the OPPOSITE.  He taught that he would SEND FORTH his 
ANGELS who would remove the wicked from off the face of the EARTH, leaving the 
righteous in possession of the earth. 
 
Now when will all that PAUL spoke of take place?  At the FIRST RESURRECTION. 
 
And when will what JESUS spoke of take place? After ARMAGEDDON, SEVEN 
YEARS after the EVENT described by PAUL. 
 
Thus there is a time gap of SEVEN YEARS between the two events, one described by 
JESUS and the other by PAUL. 
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We will divide our study into THREE SECTIONS:- 
 

1. The Resurrection as taught by JESUS CHRIST in the Gospels. 

2. The Resurrection as preached by the apostolic church in the ACTS. 

3. The Resurrection as revealed in the writings of the Apostles. 

 

THE RESURRECTION AS TAUGHT BY JESUS CHRIST IN THE 
GOSPELS 
 
The first passage for our consideration is John 5:21-29. Here we are told by John that, 
though the Father raises and quickens the dead, so the SON quickens whom he will.  
However, all judgment has been committed to the SON.  This not only includes the 
RIGHT to JUDGE the dead, but also to RAISE them from the dead for the purpose of 
judging them. 
 
John says, "Marvel not at this:  for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." 
 
We notice JOHN speaks of TWO RESURRECTIONS here: - 
 

1. THE RESURRECTION OF LIFE. 

2. THE RESURRECTION OF JUDGEMENT. 

 

We will not deal with the latter now, but merely remark that concerning the wicked dead, 
John writes in Rev 20:5, "The rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years 
were finished." 
 
Concerning the resurrection of life we read in Luke 14:14, after the LORD JESUS tells his 
disciples to invite those to their feasts who would not be able to recompense them, "Thou 
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee:  for thou shalt be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the JUST." 
 
The RESURRECTION OF LIFE and the RESURRECTION OF THE JUST are 
synonymous. They refer to the RESURRECTION of the RIGHTEOUS DEAD at the time 
of the RAPTURE. 
 
Turning to John 6:39-54 we see the LORD JESUS CHRIST using a phrase (THE LAST 
DAY) four times. Some would endeavour to teach that there will be a GENERAL 
RESURRECTION of all the dead, at the same time, and they use this phrase to substantiate 
their teaching. We need to remember that, due to the fact that there are different ages, there 
will be more than one "LAST DAY". Each age will have its own LAST DAY.  Thus there 
was a LAST DAY before the FLOOD carried away all the ungodly. The LAST DAY of 
the AGE OF LAW saw the VEIL rent in TWAIN in the TEMPLE when JESUS CHRIST 
died upon the CROSS. This present AGE OF GRACE will have its own LAST DAY.  That 
day is the DAY on which the LORD JESUS will RESURRECT the DEAD IN CHRIST. 
The MILLENNIUM will also have its last day when the WICKED DEAD will be 
resurrected, to face the judgment of the GREAT WHITE THRONE. 
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Now returning to John 6:39-54 we will see that in each instance where the phrase "LAST 
DAY" is used, it refers specifically to believers. Thus in John 6:39 JESUS says that the 
FATHER'S will is that he should lose nothing that he has given him, but that he should 
RAISE IT UP AGAIN AT THE LAST DAY. Then in John 6:40 JESUS says that the will 
of the FATHER is that everyone who sees and believes on the SON may have everlasting 
life, and he (JESUS) will RAISE HIM UP AT THE LAST DAY. In John 6:44 JESUS 
says, "No man can come to me, except the FATHER which hath sent me draw him:  and I 
will raise him up at THE LAST DAY." Finally, in John 6:54, JESUS says, "Whoso eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at THE LAST 
DAY." 
 
Thus, in all FOUR of these passages, the LAST DAY refers only to those who are 
believers in and followers of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The same holds true of John 
11:24 where MARTHA speaking of her brother LAZARUS, who was a follower of the 
LORD, says, "I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at THE LAST DAY." 
 
It is used only of the UNGODLY once, and that in a passage in John 12:48 where there is 
no mention of the righteous.  There JESUS says, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him:  the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge 
him in THE LAST DAY." 
 
When we remember that the wicked dead remain in their graves until the thousand years 
are past, it is obvious that this "LAST DAY" belongs to another age. 
 
Perhaps the most interesting passages of the BIBLE, with regards to the resurrection, are 
those which are found in Matt 22:23-32; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-37. Here we find the 
record of the SADDUCEES who came to the LORD JESUS with the question concerning 
the WOMAN who had been married to SEVEN BROTHERS, one after the other, each one 
dying before her, then, finally, she herself died. Who will be her husband in the 
resurrection, ask the SADDUCEES, for they all had her to wife? 
 
It is one of the most ludicrous questions the LORD was ever asked.  I always marvel at 
how obligingly these brothers died, one after the other, to furnish the SADDUCEES with 
this DEVASTATING question, guaranteed to flummox the LORD. JESUS answers and 
says, "Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of 
GOD?" (Mark 12:24). 
 
All error can be traced to the fact that men do not know what the BIBLE teaches, or else, 
that reject the idea that GOD has the POWER to RAISE THE DEAD. Thus it is either lack 
of knowledge of the TRUTH, or else sheer unbelief, which gives rise to much of the 
ignorance concerning the resurrection. 
 
JESUS gives some vital information concerning the resurrection, which is tabulated below: 
- 

 While it is the natural thing for men to marry and be given in marriage in this age, 
(in fact marriage is a divinely instituted relationship - Gen 2:24), those who are 
accounted worthy to obtain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage.  Thus we see that the MARRIAGE-
RELATIONSHIP is for this age only, the MORMON teaching concerning 
CELESTIAL MARRIAGE notwithstanding. 

 Only those COUNTED WORTHY will attain to that AGE and the 
RESURRECTION from the DEAD.  Here we need to look at the text carefully.  
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Luke does not say that JESUS taught that only the RIGHTEOUS would rise from 
the dead. In the Greek the phrase "ANASTASEOS TES EK NEKRON" is literally, 
"THE RESURRECTION OUT OF THE DEAD" or, better still, "THE OUT-
RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD". Thus what JESUS said, was that there 
would initially be only a limited resurrection, confined to those who are COUNTED 
WORTHY.  We will see that PAUL used a similar phrase in Philippians, concerning 
this great event.  Of course, we can only attain to this OUT-RESURRECTION 
because of what CHRIST has done for us. 

 Neither can they die any more.  We remember what is said of the LORD JESUS, 
"Death hath no more dominion over him." (Rom 6:9).  So the dominion of death 
over men will be broken.  Because he lives we will live also. (John 14:19). 

 We are equal to angels.  This is one reason why, when the resurrection takes place, 
there will be no need for angels to carry us to the presence of the LORD.  The fact 
that the elect of Matt 24:31 are gathered by angels, proves that they are not in 
possession of resurrected, glorified bodies.  Thus, being equal to the angels, we will 
be able to move as freely as they move.  Thus the need for angel ministration will no 
longer be necessary. (Heb 1:14.) Now we are a little lower than the angels (Heb 2:9), 
but then we will be equal to them. 

 We are children of GOD being children of the resurrection.  What we need to realise 
is the fact that GOD'S redemptive work has not yet been completed.  It will only be 
complete once the resurrection has been consummated.  Thus the "REDEMPTION 
OF OUR BODY" is the final stage in the work of GOD in us. (Rom 8:23).  Of 
course the work of CHRIST for us (on the CROSS) is complete, and cannot be 
added to.  But the whole man still needs to enter into all that CHRIST has provided 
for us. 

 ABRAHAM, ISAAC and JACOB are not dead in the sense that they do not exist or 
that their souls sleep.  The doctrine of SOUL-SLEEP is erroneous and faith 
destroying.  We see that the martyrs under the altar in heaven cry out to the LORD 
for vengeance in Rev 6:10.  So when the BIBLE speaks of sleep for the dead, it 
refers to the fact that he is disembodied, and the body sleeps, not the soul or spirit of 
man.  They are still joined and are conscious. 

 GOD is the GOD of the living.  Not only is this true but JESUS said, "I am the way, 
the truth and THE LIFE." (John 14:6).  Thus, when his purposes concerning this age 
have been fulfilled, the LORD HIMSELF will return to RAISE his own from the 
DEAD, so that they might abide with him forever. 

 
We see that the LORD JESUS spoke clearly about the doctrine of the resurrection. We 
will now proceed to look at the preaching of the apostles. 

 

THE RESURRECTION AS PREACHED BY THE APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH IN ACTS 
 
The apostolic church not only bore witness to the fact that JESUS CHRIST rose from the 
dead by the glory of GOD the FATHER, they also testified to the fact that the dead will all 
rise one day. 
 
Thus in Acts 24:14-15 Paul writes, "But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which 
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they call heresy, so worship I the GOD of my fathers, believing all things which are written 
in the law and in the prophets:  and have hope toward GOD, which they themselves also 
allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the JUST and the UNJUST." 
 
Thus we see Peter and John preaching "Through JESUS the resurrection from the Dead." 
(Acts 4:1). So also on MARS HILL we read that Paul "Preached unto them JESUS, and the 
resurrection."  When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. (Acts 
17:18).  Thus there have always been skeptics who will not believe. 
 
Yet we may well ask the same question asked by Paul in Acts 26:6, "Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that GOD should raise the dead?" Certainly it is not 
beyond his ability, and when he has so clearly promised to do so, in so many different 
places in the scriptures, it is incumbent upon all to believe that he will do so. 
 
We see also how Paul, when confronted by the Pharisees and Sadducees, used the fact that 
they were divided on the issue of the resurrection to cause dissension among them by 
crying out, "I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee:  of the hope and resurrection of the dead 
I am called in question." (Acts 23:6). 
 

THE RESURRECTION IN THE WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLES 
 
Paul deals with the resurrection in the greatest detail of all.  As has been remarked, he uses 
the whole of 1 Cor 15:1-58 to elaborate on the teaching. We will look at the scriptures in 
their sequence beginning with Romans. 
 

ROMANS 
Paul tells the Romans that if the HOLY SPIRIT dwelt in them, that self-same Spirit would 
quicken their own MORTAL BODIES. (Rom 8:11). 
 
God does not intend things to continue as they are indefinitely.  Paul says that the whole of 
creation is WAITING for the MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD. (Rom 8:19).  
Now when will this MANIFESTATION take place?  It will be when the REDEMPTION 
of the BODY takes place. (Rom 8:23). When CHRIST COMES it will be to call forth the 
BODIES of his SAINTS from the dust of death.  They will be MANIFESTED before all 
creation. 
 

1 CORINTHIANS 
Paul in 1 Cor 6:14 tells us that GOD will raise us up by his power, even as he raised up the 
LORD JESUS from the dead. How will GOD do this?  And what will the resurrected saint 
be like? To understand this we need to take a look at 1 Cor 15 in detail. 
 
We have seen the great emphasis laid upon the resurrection of CHRIST, and that he was 
the firstfruits of them that slept. But GOD includes us also in his eternal purposes.  Thus 
Paul tells us much about our resurrection. He asks a rhetorical question, "How are the dead 
raised up? And with what body do they come?" (1 Cor 15:35). 
 
Let us look firstly at what Paul has to say about this present body. 
 

 It is sown in corruption (v 42).  This body is subject to decay.  We are aware of this 
fact, for every day our body becomes weaker until we needs must vacate it. 
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 It is sown in dishonour (v 43).  It is subject to sin, sickness, lust, evil desire etc. 

 It is sown in weakness (v 43).  We are all aware of the weakness of this present 
body.  Subject to the law of gravity.  Easily tired.  Easily harmed and hurt. 

 It is a NATURAL BODY.  The soul-life is strong in this earthly body.  The spirit 
may be willing, but the flesh is weak. (Mark 14:38). 

 
On the other hand we see concerning the resurrection body: - 
 

 It is raised in incorruption.  Corruption cannot inherit incorruption (v 50).  Therefore 
this corruptible must put on incorruption (v 51). 

 It is raised in glory.  Thus Paul writes in Phil 3:21, "The LORD JESUS CHRIST ... 
shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself."  
So John writes, "When he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is." (1 John 3:2). 

 It is raised in power.  We see some of the power of this resurrection body in 
scripture.  We will be able to defy gravity, by ascending up into the atmosphere to 
rendezvous with the LORD.  He was able to enter rooms, which were closed, and 
had the doors locked.  We will be able to do the same.  The earthly limitations of this 
present body will be left behind. 

 It will be raised a spiritual body.  The spirit, renewed by regeneration, will be 
ascendant in the resurrection body, as opposed to the soul in this present body. 

When this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then 
death will be swallowed up in victory. (15:51.) Thus GOD will glorify his people and set 
them free from the bondage of corruption. 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 
In the passage 4:10-5:10 we have a lengthy passage dealing with the resurrection. Paul 
begins by saying that GOD, who raised up JESUS, will also raise us up by him, and 
present us together. Paul says that if this present earthly house of ours (our body) should be 
dissolved, we have a building of GOD, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. Our desire is to be clothed with this glorious resurrection body. Paul likens the 
person who has been unclothed (or died) to one who is naked. From this it is apparent that 
it is unnatural for us to be out of a body. 
 
God made us BODY, SOUL and SPIRIT. (1 Thess 5:23.) Thus when we are out of the 
body, we are incomplete.  We groan now, not that we would be unclothed, but that we 
would be clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.  This is what will 
happen at the resurrection as we have swallowed up of life.  This is what will happen at the 
resurrection as we have seen in 1 Cor 15.  I like 2 Cor 5:5 in the Living Bible, where we 
read, "This is what GOD has prepared for us and, as a guarantee, he has given us his Holy 
Spirit." 
 

PHILIPPIANS 
Here we have Paul speak of attaining unto the resurrection of the dead. (Phil 3:11).  As has 
been remarked earlier the Greek here speaks of a resurrection from amongst the dead.  
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Literally it reads, "If somehow I may attain to the out-resurrection (EKANASTASIN) from 
the dead." 
 
Here the apostle makes it plain that there will not be a general resurrection, but that certain 
of the dead will be resurrected, while others will be left in the grave until a later time. His 
desire is to attain to that OUT-RESURRECTION, for; indeed, BLESSED and HOLY is he 
that hath part in the FIRST RESURRECTION.  On such the SECOND DEATH hath no 
power. (Rev 20:6). 
 
Let it be emphasized again, that the terms, RESURRECTION OF LIFE, 
RESURRECTION OF THE JUST, and THE FIRST RESURRECTION all refer to the one 
and selfsame event. This event will take place when the LORD JESUS CHRIST returns to 
receive those who are his own at the end of this present age. 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 
Paul deals with the Resurrection of the saints, in greater detail in this epistle of his, than in 
any other excepting 1 Cor 15. As in 1 Cor 15, there is a wealth of detail given to us by the 
apostle concerning this glorious event. 
 
The occasion was, again, due to the fact that there were those who had cast doubts in the 
believers' minds, as far as the resurrection was concerned. In 2 Thessalonians, speaking of 
the coming of the LORD, and of our gathering together unto him, Paul says, "Let no man 
deceive you by any means." (2 Th 2:3.) 
 
Going back to 1 Thess 4:13-18, we can ascertain the following facts concerning the 
resurrection:- 
 

 The believer ought not to sorrow, as those who have no hope, with regards to those 
of their loved ones, who have died in the LORD. (v 13).  Thus we see that with 
regards to our loved ones who have died in CHRIST, we have hope.  Death is not the 
end.  Its grip upon the child of GOD will be loosened one day. 

 If we believe that JESUS died and ROSE again, even so those who sleep in JESUS, 
will GOD bring with him at his SECOND COMING. (v 14).  Thus the resurrection 
we see, will take place when the LORD comes back to earth again.  We see here the 
vital necessity of believing in the fact that JESUS ROSE again from the dead.  As 
PAUL made so clear to the Corinthians, our hope of the resurrection rests upon the 
established fact that JESUS rose from the dead.  If he DID NOT RISE, then we have 
no HOPE whatsoever. Paul makes it clear here also, that not all those who love the 
LORD will die.  In 1 Cor 15:51, Paul said, "We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed."  So here he tells us that there will be those who will be alive, and 
REMAIN unto the coming of the LORD. (v 15). 

 When we look at the words of JESUS, as recorded in Matt 24:36-41; and Luke 
17:30-37, we see that the LORD speaks here about those of his people who will be 
alive at his coming. Reading in Luke we see that, "In that night there shall be two in 
one bed, the one shall be taken, and the other left.  Two shall be grinding together; 
the one shall be taken and the other left.  Two shall be in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left." Those who are alive when the LORD comes will not take 
precedence over those who have died.  It will, in fact, be the other way round for, 
"The DEAD IN CHRIST shall rise first."  v 16. 

 This will come about when the LORD HIMSELF descends from heaven with a 
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shout, and with the TRUMP OF GOD, and with the voice of the archangel. (v 17).  
Let it be stressed again, that there are no angels involved in what takes place here.  
There is no need for angelic help, for, we are equal to the angels, the moment that 
we are transformed or CHANGED. So PAUL says, "THE LORD HIMSELF 
SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN." The LORD JESUS also said, "IF I GO ... I 
WILL COME AGAIN, AND RECEIVE YOU UNTO MYSELF." (John 14:3). 

He will summon us by means of: - 
 

o A SHOUT.  Better, "A WORD OF COMMAND".  The Greek word used 
only here in the N.T. is "KELUSMA", which is derived from "KELUO" 
which is translated COMMAND or COMMANDMENT twenty six times in 
the N.T. and BID once. From John 5:28 we know that this shout will be the 
actual voice of the LORD.  "All that are in the graves shall hear his VOICE." 

o The VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL.  The text reads, "The LORD shall 
descend ... WITH THE VOICE OF AN ARCHANGEL."  Thus, what Paul 
wants us to understand is that the VOICE OF THE LORD IS LIKE THAT 
OF AN ARCHANGEL. 

o THE TRUMPET OF GOD.  Here, again, it is the LORD JESUS who has 
the TRUMPET, this being the reason for it being called "THE TRUMPET 
OF GOD".  Paul tells us in 1 Cor 15:52, "For the TRUMPET shall sound."  
We need to distinguish between this TRUMPET and the TRUMPETS of the 
REVELATION (SEVEN in number), which are sounded by angels.  They 
are trumpets heralding various aspects of the WRATH OF GOD.  Also, we 
need to distinguish between it, and the TRUMPET summoning the ELECT 
OF ISRAEL back to the land. (Mt 24:31).  This trumpet in Matthew is the 
fulfilment of the FEAST OF TRUMPETS. (Lev 23:24.)  The FEAST OF 
TRUMPETS prefigures the regathering of ISRAEL into the land, that they 
might occupy it during the millennium when CHRIST reigns as KING. 

 
 We shall be CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH THEM IN CLOUDS, to meet the 

LORD in the air, and so shall we ever be with the LORD. (v 17). Thus the DEAD IN 
CHRIST, and the LIVING BELIEVERS are caught up TOGETHER.  They are 
caught up IN CLOUDS, and not "IN THE CLOUDS" as the K.J.V. states. The word 
translated "CAUGHT UP" is the Greek word "HARPAZO" which occurs thirteen 
times in the N.T. (Mt 11:12; 13:19; Jn 6:15; 10:12,28,29; Acts 8:39; 23:10; 2 Cor 
12:2,4; 1 Thess 4:17; Jude 23; Rev 12:5.)  The word means to SEIZE VIOLENTLY, 
or TAKE BY FORCE. The word "HARPAZO" is translated by the LATIN word 
"RAPTURO" in the VULGATE, from whence we get the ENGLISH word 
"RAPTURE", describing what takes place when the TRUMPET OF GOD sounds. 

 

2 TIMOTHY 
Writing to Timothy, Paul says in 2 Ti 1:10, that JESUS CHRIST has abolished death, and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. Not that it was a present 
possession, but, because of what CHRIST has done for us, it will be ours, when GOD'S 
purposes have come to pass. 
 
What form the heresy of HYMENAEUS and PHILETUS took, we do not know, but they 
were teaching that the resurrection was already past. (2 Ti 2:18). By doing this, they were 
overthrowing the faith of some. Perhaps they were equating the resurrection with salvation, 
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or some other such doctrine, thus denying that there would be a PHYSICAL 
RESURRECTION. During the CHURCH AGE there have been many who have 
spiritualized the scriptures so as to deny the RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. All such 
teaching is a denial of the plain statement of the BIBLE, that there will be a resurrection, 
both of the JUST and, later, of the UNJUST. 
 

HEBREWS 
In Heb 11:35 we are told that "Women received their dead raised to life again:  and others 
were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection." 
Those who were raised from the dead, to live a natural life again, certainly had something 
to be thankful for, but how much better is the final resurrection. 
 
How blessed to be like JESUS when we are raised from the dead.  No wonder it is termed a 
"BETTER RESURRECTION" here. 
 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE TRIBULATION MARTYRS.  (THE  
GLEANINGS) 
 
Immediately after the Resurrection of the JUST and the translation of the LIVING saints, 
there will not be one SAVED person left in the TOMB.  At the "OUT-RESURRECTION 
FROM AMONGST THE DEAD" (Luke 20:35;  Phil 3:11), there will not be any mistake, 
for, "The foundation of GOD standeth sure, having this seal, THE LORD KNOWETH 
THEM THAT ARE HIS." (2 Tim 2:19). 
 
But there will be many who will be slain for the witness of JESUS during the time of the 
great tribulation. We read in Lev 19:9, "And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou 
shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy 
harvest." As has already been remarked, the FIRST RESURRECTION can be likened to 
the HARVEST, being preceded by the FIRSTFRUITS, and followed by the GLEANINGS. 
 
We read of the BEAST during the time of the TRIBULATION, "And it was given to him 
to make war on the saints, and to overcome them." (Rev 13:7). Daniel also says, "I beheld, 
and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; until the 
ANCIENT OF DAYS came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and 
the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom." (Dan 7:21-22). As the result of the 
intense hatred of the ANTICHRIST for the people of GOD, many will be martyred.  Thus 
John writes, "Blessed are the dead which die in the LORD from henceforth:  Yea, saith the 
SPIRIT, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them." (Rev 
14:13). 
 
We know that there will be those who survive this time of WRATH, even though they 
have been faithful to the LORD.  They will enter into the MILLENNIAL REIGN of the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, and replenish the earth. 
 
What does the scripture say about those who die during this time? The BIBLE is very 
clear.  John writes, "I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of JESUS, 
and for the WORD OF GOD, and which had not worshipped the BEAST, neither his 
IMAGE, neither had received his MARK upon their foreheads, or in their hands; AND 
THEY LIVED AND REIGNED WITH CHRIST 1000 YEARS." 
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Here we are left in no doubt as to what transpires after the battle of ARMAGEDDON. The 
LORD will raise all his faithful people who have been slain for his sake, so that they may 
partake of the blessings of the saints from previous ages. 
 
That these believers are part of the FIRST RESURRECTION (even if they come at the 
tail-end) is evident for John says, "But the REST of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished.  This is the FIRST RESURRECTION. Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the FIRST RESURRECTION:  on such the SECOND DEATH hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of GOD and of CHRIST, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years." (Rev 20:4-6). 
 
Thus there will again be no RIGHTEOUS DEAD in the GRAVE.  All will have been 
raised from the dead, never to die again. All the wicked dead will still be in the grave, 
however, and will have to wait until the RESURRECTION unto JUDGMENT, before they 
rise from the dead. 
 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS 
 
When we come to the RESURRECTION of the OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS, we find that 
there is a divergence of opinion on the question as to when they will be resurrected.  There 
are those who hold that PAUL says, specifically, "The DEAD IN CHRIST shall rise first." 
(1 Thess 4:16). Thus they would exclude the Old Testament saints from the resurrection at 
the sounding of the last trump.  They would place the resurrection of the O.T. believers at 
the end of the GREAT TRIBULATION, when the TRIBULATION SAINTS are 
resurrected. 
 
The prophecy of Daniel is quoted, "At that time shall thy people be delivered, everyone 
that shall be found written in the book.  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some unto everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt." (Dan 12:1-2). According to Walvoord, Tregelles translates Dan 12:2 as follows, 
"And many from the sleepers of the dust of the earth shall awake; these shall be unto 
everlasting life; but those (the rest of the sleepers) shall be unto shame and everlasting 
contempt."  Also Nathaniel West, "And (at that time) many (of thy people) shall awake (or 
be separated) out from among the sleepers in the earth-dust.  These (who awake) shall be 
unto everlasting life, but those (who do not awake at that time) shall be unto shame and 
everlasting contempt." (The Millennial Earth.) 
 
These paraphrases make it clear that there are TWO RESURRECTIONS mentioned here. 
But, that the O.T. saints will be resurrected after the TRIBULATION because the 
resurrection of the saints is mentioned after the passage speaking of the deliverance of 
DANIEL'S people is refining the matter too much. 
 
When we read the N.T. we find other passages stating that "All that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good unto the resurrection of 
life..." (John 5:28-29). Thus we find here that THEY THAT HAVE DONE GOOD come 
forth unto the resurrection of life. 
 
So also in 1 Cor 15:52 we read, "... and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed." In both these scriptures, the resurrection at the time of the return of the 
LORD for his CHURCH does not differentiate between the righteous dead. 
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Paul was specific in 1 Thess 4:16, because this was what was troubling the believers at 
Thessalonica.  They were worried about the dead in CHRIST.  Thus PAUL was not 
necessarily teaching the exclusion of the O.T. believers by using the term "DEAD IN 
CHRIST". 
 
In the very nature of things we can use the scripture in Rev 20:4-6 to prove that ONLY 
TRIBULATION MARTYRS are specifically mentioned as rising here. I am assured that 
the O.T. believers together with the CHURCH believers who have died, and those who 
remain till the LORD comes, will all rise at the same time, that is, when the TRUMP OF 
GOD sounds. 
 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE WICKED DEAD 
 
While the term "THE FIRST RESURRECTION" is used in the N.T., we do not find the 
term "THE SECOND RESURRECTION". That there is a RESURRECTION subsequent to 
the FIRST RESURRECTION is however implicit in the fact that PAUL refers to the 
FIRST RESURRECTION as "THE OUT-RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD". (Phil 
3:11). 
 
Let us see what the scripture has to say about those who are not resurrected at that time. 
 

 We note that Daniel the prophet speaks of a resurrection to SHAME and 
EVERLASTING contempt. (Dan 12:2).  In the paraphrases above, we see that they 
will not be raised at the same time as the righteous. 

 JESUS our LORD, is clearly distinguishing between the RESURRECTION of the 
RIGHTEOUS and the WICKED in Luke 20:27-38, where he says, "They which 
shall be ACCOUNTED WORTHY to obtain THAT AGE, and the 
RESURRECTION of the dead ... are equal to angels, and are the children of GOD."  
Here there can be no possibility of the wicked participating and, as we have already 
noted, JESUS also calls this a resurrection out of the dead (or from amongst the 
dead.) Thus the wicked dead rise later.  

 In John 5:28-29 we read, all they that are in the graves shall hear his voice ... and 
they that have done evil to the resurrection of damnation. Literally this passage 
reads, "An hour comes in which all the ones in the tombs will hear his voice, and 
will come forth, the ones having done the good things to a resurrection of life, the 
ones having done the evil things to a resurrection of judgement." (As has been noted 
before the apostle uses different verbs for DOING with GOOD and EVIL.  The verb 
POIEO is used with GOOD, while the verb PRASSO is used with EVIL.  Vincent 
says, PRASSO is the PRACTICE, while POIEO may be the doing once for all.) 

 Then in Acts 24:15 we read, "that there shall be a RESURRECTION of the DEAD, 
both of the JUST and the UNJUST." Here we find the distinction is not that of LIFE 
and JUDGEMENT as in John's gospel, but that of JUST and UNJUST. Thus, those 
who are JUST, and we freely admit that the JUST MEN MADE PERFECT (Heb 
12:23), are made JUST by the blood of CHRIST alone, will be raised at the 
RESURRECTION UNTO LIFE, whereas, the UNJUST will be raised at the 
RESURRECTION UNTO JUDGEMENT.  That resurrection will take place when 
the GREAT WHITE THRONE is set for judgement. 

 We are clearly told in Rev 20:5-6, "The rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished.  Blessed and holy is the one having part in the first 
resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of 
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GOD and of CHRIST and will reign with him the thousand years." Thus the REST 
OF THE DEAD, that is, THE WICKED DEAD, do not rise until the thousand years 
are completed.  After that, they will also be raised from the dead. 

 Thus we read, "I saw the DEAD, SMALL and GREAT stand before GOD ... and the 
dead were judged...”  Here then is the resurrection unto JUDGEMENT.  John says, 
"The sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades delivered up the 
dead which were in them:  and THEY WERE JUDGED every man according to 
their works." 

It is clear that those who are resurrected at the RESURRECTION OF THE UNJUST will 
have ETERNAL BODIES, just as the saints received at the FIRST RESURRECTION.  
They will, however, be cast out of the presence of GOD for all the ages of eternity as we 
shall see when we look at the JUDGMENTS. 
 
Thus all the dead will finally have been raised, leaving none in the tombs and Hades.  
Thus, finally, death and Hades will be cast into the LAKE OF FIRE. 
 

ARE THERE ANY WHO WILL NOT RISE AT ALL AT ANY OF THE 
RESURRECTIONS? 
 
Yes.  There are some who will not rise at any of the resurrections.  Who are they?  And 
why will they not rise at the resurrections?  
 
Firstly, let it be said that there are TWO CLASSES who will not be resurrected. Let us 
look at these two classes separately: - 
 

THE FIRST CLASS: THE REPHAIM 
 
We read in Gen 6:4, "There were GIANTS (NEPHILIM) in the earth in those days; and 
also after that, when the sons of GOD came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare 
children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown." 
 
There is a teaching that the SONS OF GOD were the godly line of SETH, while the 
daughters of men were of the ungodly line of CAIN.  This is hardly credible.  Would 
SETH only have had SONS?  And would CAIN only have had daughters?  Would mere 
humans have been able to give birth to these men of renown? 
 
Then the TERM "SONS OF GOD" in the OLD TESTAMENT is only used of angelic 
beings.  It is also applied to ADAM, as he was the direct creation of GOD, whereas all 
other men were SONS OF ADAM. 
 
The OLDER TEACHING, and I believe the correct one, was that the SONS OF GOD were 
fallen angels who deserted their own habitation (Jude 6) and mingled with human women, 
who gave birth to the MIGHTY MEN OF RENOWN of old.  Thus in the 
MYTHOLOGIES of the ancients, we are told time and time again that the GODS 
intermarried with human women. Now these MIGHTY MEN OF RENOWN are neither 
ANGELS nor HUMAN. These MEN OF RENOWN were known as REPHAIM in the Old 
Testament. 
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Thus we read, "The EMIMS dwelt therein in times past, a people great and many, and tall, 
as the ANAKIMS:  which also were accounted giants (REPHAIM) as the ANAKIMS; but 
the MOABITES called them EMIMS." (Deut 2:10-11.) 
 
Now in Isaiah 26:14 we read, "They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased 
(REPHAIM), they shall not rise." Thus from this, and also from Ps 88 we see that these 
BEINGS will not rise in the resurrection. 
 

THE SECOND CLASS:  THE DEAD WHO DIE AS A RESULT OF THE 
JUDGMENT AT THE THRONE OF GLORY.  (Matt 25:31-46). 
 
We see that the SON OF MAN judges those Gentiles who survive the GREAT 
TRIBULATION at the THRONE OF GLORY. Those who are not accounted worthy to 
enter the kingdom prepared from the foundation of the world are cast into the everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  They follow the BEAST and FALSE PROPHET 
into the LAKE OF FIRE. (Rev 19:20).  Thus, for them, the judgment at the THRONE OF 
GLORY is FINAL.  We do not see the LAKE OF FIRE yielding up the DEAD, which are 
in it for they have already experienced the SECOND DEATH. 
 


