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“. . . God saw every rape committed
today, He saw every murder, every per-
son that starved to death, every porno-
graphic film and book, every abused and
battered child. How can anyone believe
that He sees this and does not grieve?”
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Purpose of the law

d Gal 3:19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was
added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the
promise referred had come. The law was put into effect
through angels by a mediator. 20 A mediator, however, does
not represent just one party. but God is one. 21 Is the law,
therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not!
For if a law had been given that could impart life, then
righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But
the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of
sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in
Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 23 Before
this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up
until faith should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in
charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by
faith. 25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under
the supervision of the law. 26 You are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized
info Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.



Purpose of the law

O Heb 10:1 The law is only a shadow of the good
things that are coming—not the realities
themselves. For this reason it can never, by the
same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year,
make perfect those who draw near to worship.



Purpose of the law

O Gal 5:2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if
you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of
no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every
man who lets himself be circumcised that he is
obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are
trying to be justified by law have been alienated
from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. .. 6
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that
counts is faith expressing itself through love.



Purpose of the law

Q John 17:19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet
not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying
to kill me?”

20 "You are demon-possessed,” the crowd
answered. "Who is trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus said to them, "I did one miracle, and you
are all astonished. 22 Yet, because Moses gave you
circumcision (though actually it did not come from
Moses, but from the patriarchs), you circumcise a
child on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a child can be
circumcised on the Sabbath so that the law of
Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with
me for healing the whole man on the Sabbath? 24
Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a
right judgment.”



Purpose of the Law?

0 Roman 7:7-12 What shall we say, then? Is the law
sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known
what sin was except through the law. For I would
not have known what coveting really was if the law
had not said, "Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the
opportunity afforded by the commandment,
produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For
apart from law, sin is dead... So then, the law is
holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and
good.
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ample. When the rich young ruler came to Jesus, he asked a very
direct question: “Good Master, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” Can you imagine what our preachers would answer him
today? “Just admit you're a sinner, accept Jesus as your Personal
Savior, go to church, pay your tithes, try to be good, and you're
inl” But what was Jesus’ answer? “You know the comandments
. . . ifyou wish to enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matt.
19:17; Mark 10:19). The commandments?? Why they went out
with Cecil B. DeMille! Isn't this the “age of grace?

Well, the truth is Jesus wasn’t preaching the commandments
to him as the way of salvation, He was using the commandments
to specifically convict him of his particular sin—greed. That rich
boy loved the bucks, and Jesus knew just how to flush him out
of the bushes—preach the Law! And that’s exactly what the Law
is for—“For through the Law, comes the knowledge of sin” (Rom.
3:20), that’s what Paul said. The Law must be preached—not as
the way of salvation, but as a searchlight put on the sinner’s heart,
50 he can see how utterly rotten he is, compared to the way God
requires him to be (Gal. 3:24). |

But today again, we are wiser than God. Our preaching isn't
filled with “do’s and don’ts.” No, we don’t want to scare the “liber-
ated generation” away. Why, if we said that fornication was
wrong, or drugs, or abortion, or any other specific sin, people
would feel all condemned and then how could they get saved? But
that’s just it, Jesus preached the Law to the rich young ruler so
that, after feeling condemned about his greed, he could turn and
obey Jesus and find true treasure in heaven. “Go and sell all you



possess and give it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in
heaven, and come, follow Me” (Mark 10:21). Unless people are
truly convicted of sin, if they do not fully see that they are totally
condemned by the requirements of God’s Law, then it is virtually
impossible to show them the need for a savior. Why, what would
they need to be saved from? Fun? |

That is why our modern gospel must dwell on “all the good
things God'll do for you if you'd just accept Him!” We can’t con-
vince a sinner that he needs a savior by just getting him to admit
that, “Well, generally, yes, I am a sinner.” He must see how the
Law of God totally condemns him as a sinner,® and then the

“. . . God saw every rape committed
today, He saw every murder, every per-
son that starved to death, every porno-
graphic film and book, every abused and
battered child. How can anyone believe
that He sees this and does not grieve?”

beauty of the Gospel, the glory of the cross, the marvelous power
of Christ’s blood will be able to penetrate his anxious, waiting
mind and heart. Only by the preaching of the Law can a man fully
desire to be saved from his sin. For, “I would not have come to
know sin except through the Law” (Rom. 7:7).



The fulfilment of the Law

Matt 5:17-20 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the
least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless
your righteousness
surpasses that of

the Pharisees and N 0

the teachers of

the law, you will ﬁ ) 1 -r ﬁ

certainly not enter

the kingdom of Jok or Tittle

heaven.




Murder

0 Matt 5:21-22 "You have heard
that it was said to the people
long ago, ‘Do not murder, and
anyone who murders will be
subject to judgment.’ But I
tell you that anyone who is
angry with his brother will be
subject to judgment. Again,
anyone who says to his
brother, 'Raca,’ is answerable
to the Sanhedrin. But anyone
who says, You fool!" will be
in danger of the fire of hell.

You shall not murder.




Adultery

d Matt 5:27 "You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit
adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out
and throw it away. It
is better for you to lose
one part of your body
than for your whole body
to be thrown into hell.

30 And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away. It
is better for you to lose
one part of your body
than for your whole body
to go into hell.

You shall not
commit adultery.




An eye for an eye

O Matt 5:38-42 "You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye
for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, Do not
resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if
someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let
him have your cloak as well.
If someone forces you to go
one mile, go with him two
miles. Give to the one who
asks you, and do not turn
away from the one who
wants to borrow from you. h




Love your enemies

> Matt 5:43-48 "You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may
be sons of your Father in heaven. s
He causes his sun to rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain .
on the righteous and the
unrighteous. If you love those
who love you, what reward will
you get? Are not even the tax ¥ o
collectors doing that? And if you " il
greet only your brothers, what |
are you doing more than others?
Do not even pagans do that? Be
perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Father is perfect.




This sums up the Law

> Matt 7:12 So in everything, do to others
what you would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law and the Prophets.




The 2 greatest commandments

> Matt 22:35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him
with this question: 36 "Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?”
37 Jesus replied: “Love the 2
Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.’
38 This is the first and
greatest commandment.

39 And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as .
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and |
the Prophets hang on these
two commandments.”




Love your brother

> 1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another,
for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does
not love does not know God, because God is love.




Law on stone or hearts

> Heb 8:7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first
covenant, no place would have been sought for another. 8 But
God found fault with the people and said: “"The time is coming,
declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 9 It will not be
like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took
them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did
not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from
them, declares the Lord. 10 This is the covenant I will make
with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I
will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts.
I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11 No longer
will @ man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying,
'Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least
of them to the greatest. 12 For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.” 13 By calling this
covenant "new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what
is obsolete and aging will soon disappear.




Do you love as God wants you to?

> James 2:1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. ... 8 If you
really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love
your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9
But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted
by the law as lawbreakers.



God's law was not the problem -
man's sinful nature was

> Romans 8:1-8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus, who do not live according to the sinful
nature but according to the Spirit, 2 because through Christ Jesus
the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and
death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he
condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the righteous
requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live
according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 5 Those
who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what
that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the
Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind
of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life
and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit
to God's law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful
nature cannot please God.



