Nick Memorial Service.
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IJQ“Q 1.The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.

I /»T %,J 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
T
\

\ he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake.

4 Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and | will dwell in the house
of the Lord for ever.

KJV




Restore by Bob Bensol

When life caves in, you do not need reasons, yed semfort. You

do not need some answers; you need someone. Ansl dess not
come to us with an explanatlon he comes to us wgipresence. We
are seeking the reason. We want to know why. Like Wwe finally
want God to tell us just what is going on...

But God does not reveal his plan, he reveals himidelcones as
warmth when we are cold, fellowship when we ar@a)strength
when we are weak, peace when we are troubled, geuvhen we are
afraid, songs when we are sad, and bread whenensuagry.

He is with us on our journeys. He is there wheraveeat home. He
sits with us at our table. He knows about funeaald weddings and
commencements and hospitals and jails and unemglalyamd labour
and laughter and rest and tears. He knows becausenith us. He

comes to us again and again.



Different perspectives on death

e Mans perspective on death.
Ecclesiastes 2:17-21.

So | hated life, because the work that Is done utiaesun
was grievous to me. All of it Is meaningless, asaiafter
the wind. | hated all the things | had toiled farder the
sun, because | must leave them to the one who cafiees
me. And who knows whether that person will be ofise
foolish? Yet they will have control over all thaifrof my
toil into which | have poured my effort and skiider the
sun. This too Is meaningless. So my heart begdadpair
over all my toilsome labour under the sun. For aspe
may labour with wisdom, knowledge and skill, arehtthey
must leave all they own to another who has no¢doior it.
This too Is meaningless and a great misfortune.




Ecclesiastes 9:24.

All share a common destiny the
righteous and the wicked, the gooco
and the bad, the clean and the
unclean, those who offer sacrifices
and those who do not.
As it is with the good, so with the s Sy
sinful; as it is with those who take I
oaths, so with those who are afraid to take them.

This Is the evil in everything that happens ungaergun:
The same destiny overtakes all. The hearts of peopl
moreover, are full of evil and there is madnesther
hearts while they live, and afterward they join tead.
Anyone who Is among the living has hope even altigas
better off than a dead lion!




e God's perspective on death.

Psalm 116:15.

Precious in the sight of the Lord
IS the death of his faithful servants.
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Paul’s perspective on death.

* Philippians 1:20-26.

| eagerly expect and hor
that | will In no way be . |
ashamed, but will have B a 2%
sufficient courage so tha
now as always Christ will be exalted in my body,
whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is
Christ and to die Is gain. If | am to go on living
the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me.tYe
what shall | choose? | do not know! | am torn
between the two: | desire to depart and be with
Christ, which Is better by far.




e 2 Corinthians 5:1-9.

For we know that if the earthly tent v

live in is destroyed, we have a buildi

from God, an eternal house in heave

not built by human hands. Meanwhil

we groan, longing to be clothed inste

with our heavenly dwelling, because

when we are clothed, we will not be found naked.\viAule we are in

this tent, we groan and are burdened, because wetwish to be

unclothed but to be clothed instead with our hefvdwelling, so

that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

Now the one who has fashioned us for this verygaeps God, who

has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteaingt is to come.

Therefore we are always confident and know thabag as we are at

Bom_e ri]n the body we are away from the Lord. Fotivesby faith, not
y sight.

We are confident, | say, and would prefer to beyatsam the body

and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goaléase him,

whether we are at home in the body or away frofaat.we must all

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, sod¢aah of us may

receive what is due us for the things done whilla@body, whether

good or bad.



Poem by Elizabeth Kubler Ross
Elisabeth Kibler-Ross, M.D.

a Swiss American psychiatrist, a pionee
In near-death studies and the author of --
groundbreaking book On Death and Dyi , il -~p
where she first discussed her theory of tgs =
five stages of grief. (Wikipedia)

“People are like stainedjlass
windows. They sparkle and shine
when the sun Is out, but when the

darkness sets In, their true beauty Is revealedyonl|
If there Is a light from within.”




Christians should not be afraid of deatt

Hebrews 4:14-15.

Since the children have flesh and blood, he tooeshm
their humanity so that by his death he might bk
power of him who holds the power of death thahe,deuvil
and free those who all their lives were held invely by
their fear of death.

In fact the Christian walk starts with a burial.

Colossians 2:12.

Having been buried with him in baptism, in whichi yeere
also raised with him through your faith in the wiodk of
God, who raised him from the dead.

Galatians 2:20.

| have been crucified with Christ and | no longee| but
Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the botiyve by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gavediinfer

me.




John 11:17-26 (Jesus wept

On his arrival, Jesus found tha
Lazarus had already been in t
tomb for four days. Now Bethal
was less than two miles from
Jerusalem, and many Jews hau
come to Martha and Mary to *© ~
comfort them in the loss of their brother. When tar
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to nmaeblht
Mary stayed at home. Lord, Martha said to Jesugpuf had
been here, my brother would not have died. Bubinkthat
even now God will give you whatever you ask. Jsalsto
her, Your brother will rise again. Martha answeré&now
he will rise again in the resurrection at the lasty. Jesus
said to her, I am the resurrection and the lifeeTdme who
believes in me will live, even though they die; ambever
lives by believing in me will never die. Do youideat this?




John 11:3544.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, )
See how he loved him! By iSac |
some of them saidCould N § |
not he who opened the ey " !
of the blind man have kep g8
this man from dying? N BN

Jesus, once more deeply —

moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone
laid across the entrance. Take away the stone, he
said. But, Lord, said Martha, the sister of the dlea
man, “by this time there Is a bad odour, for he has
been there four days.




John 11:3544.

Then Jesus said, Did | not tell
you that If you believe, you wi
see the glory of God? So the
took away the stone.

Then Jesus looked up and sa®™=
Father, | thank you that you
have heard me. | knew that y«
always hear me, but | said thi
for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you sentWhen
he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice,zamaus,
come out! The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around face.
Jesus said to them, Take off the grave clothedeatim

go.




Why did Jesus weep?

| have heard different ministers
speak on this passage and |
know we can extract different
truths from the same passage,
but my persuasion is that Jesus
wept not because Lazarus diec
(He was going to raise him to
life and had purposely delayed
coming until he had been dead for 3 days)

| believe that Jesus wept because they did not seeyond
the grave.

Although we grieve at the death of a child of Gad,do
not grieve like the rest of men who have no hope.




1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

Brothers and sisters, we do not
want you to be uninformed abo
those who sleep in deatn that -.
you do not grieve like the rest of= s
mankind, who have no hope. §
For we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, and so we beliex
that God will bring with Jesus those who have fabsleep
In him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell yduat we
who are still alive, who are left until the comiafjthe Lord,
will certainly not precede those who have falleleas. For
the Lord himself will come down from heaven, witbwal
command, with the voice of the archangel and vinéh t
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ wieifirst.
After that, we who are still alive and are left Moe caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet thel luioithe
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. THere
encourage one another with these words.




Been" Born Again’

e John 3:1-5.

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemulgr a
of the Jews.

This man came to Jesus by night and said to HirabtR
we know that you are a teacher come from God; doome
can do these signs that you do except God is wtli’ h

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredy to

you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the Kingdom
of God.”

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born winen
IS old? Can he enter a second time into his mathveomb
and be born?”

Jesus answeredyiost assuredly, | say to you, unless one
IS born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter tle
Kingdom of God.”




Born of water.

 Contrary to what some teadigrn
of water Is not a reference to “Wat
Baptism” Jesus In this context was
answering Nicodemus regarding
natural birth from a mother’'s womt
where the unborn child is surrounc
by water, and when the water bree
the chid Is born.

e 1 Peter 1:23.

Having beerborn again, not of
corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the Word of God which live
and abides forever.




|salah 57:1-2.

The righteous perish,

and no one takes it to hea
the devout are taken away
and no one understands
that the righteous are take
away to be spared from e\
Those who walk uprightly
enter Into peace;

they find rest as they lie in death.
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