God’'s withesse:




God’'s withesse:

Acts 5:27-32.

The apostles were brought in al ..
made to appear before the T
Sanhedrin to be questioned by W .
high priest. We gave you strict e
orders not to teach in this namey g
he said. Yet you have filled "
Jerusalem with your teaching al...
are determined to make us guilty of this man’s @ldteter
and the other apostles replied: We must obey Guatkera
than human beings! The God of our ancestors raigesas
from the dead whom you killed by hanging him on a
cross. God exalted him to his own right hand as ¢&iand
Saviour that he might bring Israel to repentance &rgive
their sins. We are withesses of these things, ansl the
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who ol h




Withesses to the resurrection.

One of the criteria used for an apostle was
that they had to be a witness of the
resurrection.

The apostles were the first witnesses to the resurrection
of Jesus:

> ... the apostles were teaching the people and

proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.
(Acts 4:2)

> With great power the apostles continued to testify to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus... (Acts 4:33)

» ... Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and
the resurrection. (Acts 17:18)



Therefore it is necessary to
choose one of the men who
have been with us the whole
time... For one of these must
become a withess with us
of his resurrection.

When the apostles replace Judas with another apostle the
stated criteria is as follows (Acts 1:21-22)



Withesses to the resurrectlor
1 Corinthians 15:3-9

The first thing | did was place before ycI
what was placed so emphatically befol
me: that the Messiah died for our sins,
exactly as Scripture tells it; that he was
buried; that he was raised from death
the third day, again exactly as Scriptur. =
says; that he presented himself alive t¢ =~

Peter, then to his closest followers, ang
later to more than five hundred of his

followers all at the same time, . |
most of them still around (although a few haveesmined)

that he then spent time with James and the rasiosk he
commissioned to represent him;

and that he finally presented himself alive to hheias fitting that |
bring up the rear. | don’t deserve to be includadhat inner circle,
as you well know, having spent all those early géaning my best to
stamp God'’s church right out of existence.




God’'s withesse:
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1. Creation bears withes:

The unbeliever who stands before God on Judgement
day, will find out that God has withesses to callm)to
testify against them.

Romans 1:18-22.

The wrath of God is being revealed fr L -
heaven against all the godlessness *

may be known about God IS plainto ! < L
them, because God has made it plain to them. chestime creation
of the world God’s invisible qualities his etermawer and divine
nature have been clearly seen, being understoad fwhat has been
made, so that people are without excls®. although they knew
God, they neither glorified him as God nor gavenk&ato him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish hisawvere

darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, thegredools.




2. Our consclence bears withes

Romans 2:12-16.

All who sin apart from the law will also perish ap&rom the law,
and all who sin under the law will be judged by . For it is not
those who hear the law who are righteous in Godjhtsbut it is
those who obey the law who will be declared righgeo

(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the lavinydeature
things required by the law, they are a law for tsehies, even
though they do not have the law. They show thatetyeirements of
the law are written on their hearts, their consaes also bearing
witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing #mehat other
times even defending them.)

This will take place on the day when God judge[@e® secrets
through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.

1 John 3:19-21.

This i1s how we know that we belong to the truth laod we set our
hearts at rest in his presence:

If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is gretfitan our
hearts, and he knows everything. Dear friendsyifreearts do not
condemn us, we have confidence before God




3. Goc’'s Word bears withess
John 12:46-48.

| have come into the world as a light, so that ne avho believes in
me should stay in darkness. If anyone hears mysioutddoes not
keep them, | do not judge that person. For | ditlawome to judge
the world, but to save the world. There is a judwelie one who
rejects me and does not accept my words; the vergisnt have
spoken will condemn them at the last day.

Hebrews 4:12-14.

For the word of God is alive and
active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrate
even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the hee
Nothing in all creation is hidden
from God’s sight.

Everything is uncovered and laid bare before theseyf him to
whom we must give accot




3. Goc’'s Word bears withess
2 Peter 1:16-21.

For we did not follow cleverly devised stories winentold you
about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in poveeit, we were
eyewitnesses of his majedie received honour and glory from
God the Father when the voice came to him fronMagestic
Glory, saying, This is my Son, whom | |o
with him | am well please®e ourselves
heard this voice that came from heaven
when we were with him on the sacred
mountain. We also have the prophetic
message as something completely
reliable, and you will do well to pay
attention to it, as to a light shining in

a dark place, until the day dawns and . B
the morning star rises in your hearts. R\ "

Above all, you must understand that no prophe@cubture camm
about by the prophet’s own interpretation of thinger prophecy
never had its origin in the human will, but prophehough humn,
spoke from God as they were carried along by thiy Boirit.




4. Preachers of the Gospel are G(s withesse:
Acts 4:18-20.

Then they called them In again and commanded tlognon
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. Butriete
John replied, Which is right in God’s eyes: todistto you,
or to him? You be the judges! As for us, we cahel
speaking about what we have seen and heard.

Romans 10:14-15.

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved. How, then, can they call on the one they have
believed in? And how can they believe In the orvehoim
they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? And how can anyonelpreac
unless they are sent? As it Is written: “How behutare

the feet of those who bring good news!”




4. Preachers of the Gospel are G(s withesse:
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Many ignore God’ s withesse:!
Romans 10:16-21-1

But not everyone who hears the Good News has wettdnfor
Isaiah the prophet said, “Lord, who has believedwinen | told
them?” Yet faith comes from listening to this GoaWN the Good
News about Christ. But what about the Jews? Hawelieard God’s
Word? Yes, for it has gone wherever they are; thediNews has
been told to the ends of the earth. And di W™ cc s sum o v, 1 aw e way,
they understand that God would give his [ THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE: NO MMJ
COMETH UNTO THE FATHER, 'EUI BY ME

salvation to others if they refused to take v s
Yes, for even back in the time of Moses, F&:
God had said that he would make his pedF
jealous and try to wake them up by giving -
his salvation to the foolish heathen natior| | 4
And later on Isaiah said boldly that God
would be found by people who weiten’
even looking for him. In the meantime,
he keeps on reaching out his hands to th
Jews, but they keep arguing, refusing to come. See
NOTE 2

BUAK -1 DON'T
NEED CHRIST /
< THERES NOTHING
WRONG WITH ME !
I'LL MAKE IT
MY WAY !




Many ignore God’ s withesse:!

Acts 28:23-29.

They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, andea even
larger numbers to the place where he was stayimgwiinessed to
them from morning till evening, explaining abow# #kingdom of God,
and from the Law of Moses and from the Prophetsiée to
persuade them about Jesus. Some were convincedabyh&/baid, but
others would not believe. They disagreed among thleasand
began to leave after Paul had made this final steset:

“The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your ancestaiisen he said
through Isaiah the prophet: Go to this people aag, &fou will be
ever hearing but never understanding; you will bereseeing but
never perceiving. For this people’s heart has becoai®used; they
hardly hear with their ears, and they have closezirtbyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear thighr

ears, understand with their hearts and turn, andluld heal therh

Therefore | want you to know that God’s salvatiais been
sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!




5. Every Christian is required to be Go('s witnhess
1 Peter 3:1-2.

Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to yoaormsbands so
that, if any of them do not believe the word, thmeyy be won over
without words by the behaviour of their wives, whiey see the

purity and reverence of your lives.
1 Peter 3:15.

Always be prepared to give an answer to| =
everyone who asks you to give the reaso
for the hope that you have.

But do this with gentleness and respect.

Matthew 5:16

Let your light so shine before men, that t

may see your good works and glorify yo
Father in heaven.




5. Every Christian is required to be Go(s withess
Practice What You Preach

Q: What is the first thought or image that comes tadwvhen | say:

Taxes, senators, Occupy Wall Street, Mercedesfdadt Las Vegas,
computers, old age, church and religion. (Taketafaesponses from
the last two.)

Q: Would you say that most peoples’ initial thoughtewlreligion
are good?

Q: Based on your experience with religion, how would y
characterize it in general terms?

American “Christianity” is in a sad state affairs. &y leaders are
corrupt, greedy, weak, etc. The Bible is used tonute pet doctrines,
or only used occasionally. Churches are “lukewaand not much
different from the rest of the world. Churches dyag, ritualistic,
tradition bound and swayed by the norms of socfetd is left out
and make to look weak or indifferent, a cream puffyrant.
“Christians” are disillusioned, cynical, apatheticncommitted,
materialistic or lukewarn




Martyrs are God’s withesse:

The Greek word for withess Is martur or martus,
whence our English word martyr: meaning one who
bears withess by his death.

It is only as men and women are empowered by the Harit that
they can be this type of witness for the Lord.

All the Apostles barring John died a martyr’'s destld he was
exiled after according to tradition, being burnedboiling oll.

James:Beheaded by Herod.

Philip: Was ministering in Hieropolis (Phrygia). He was
Imprisoned, scourged and then crucified. He wagsduy
Bartholomew who nearly suffered the same fate.

Bartholomew: Killed with a sword or beaten with clubs
(conflicting accounts)



4.

Martyrs are God’s withesse:

Peter:Was imprisoned by Nero for 9 months and then
crucified upside down. el

Mathew: Was put to death
with the sword.

Mathias: Was stoned
and beheaded.

Thomas:Was thrust
through with a spear.

Simon the Zealot:Was crucified J
Thaddius: Was crucified.




Martyrs are God’s withesse:

10. Andrew: Preached against idola»-
iIn Patrae (Greece) annoying the
Governor, who had him crucifie |
on an X shaped cross. His wordgg+
when crucified were recorded A
by a bystander.

“Oh cross, most welcome and ofte.4
longed for, with a willing mind,
joyfully and desirously | come

to thee, being a scholar of Him

who did hang on thee, because | have always b@/en th
lover and have longed to embrace thee”

It took Andrew 3 days to die, during which he piest
and souls were converted.



Martyrs are God’s withesse:

Early Church Christians were killed in the arena in
Rome to entertain the crowds.

But more Christians have been martyred in recestoty
than in the infancy of the Church. To be a Chnstramany
countries today comes at a high cost.
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Martyrs are God’s W|tnesse<

John Hus was burnt at the stake

On July 6, 1414, Hus's hands were ik
behind his back with ropes and a cha g’:tfj
was placed around his neck. Wood a! L\l
straw were placed all around him. |
Wycliffe's writings were used as
kindling for the fire. Before the fire e 1
was lit, Count Palatine gave him one & &___:_ "
last chance to recant. He responded, =% ===
"God Is my witness that the evidence against rfﬂse I
have never thought nor preached except with the one
Intention of winning men, if possible, from theirss Today
| will gladly die."
As the flames began, he sang in Latin,
"Christ, thou Son of the living God, have mercynupme."
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5. Somalia
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12. Sudan

13, Migaria
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15, Ethiopia
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17, Litsa
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23, Egypt
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Martyrs are God’s withesse:
North Korea.

North Koreans Christian
aren't simply killed for |
their faith in Christ. They
are pulverized with =
steamrollers, used to tegy
biological weapons,
shipped off to death .
camps or shot in front o

children, while newborn
babies have their brains
pithed with forceps In
front of their mothers.

Crimes against humanity reminiscent of Auschwﬂd an
Treblinka to which the world declared "Never Agdaimlore
than 60 years ago are being perpetrated todaysidhm
North Korean Christians.




North Korea is one of the most brutally repressive

governments in the history of mankind.

Tonight more than 200,000 Christians will try taystvarm in horrific
North Korean labour camps. Christians there arsidened little

more than dogs as the following story from The ¥df The Martyrs
llustrates.....

The young brown-eyed girl looked up at her motkidinat would she decide? Earlier
that morning, the young girl's mother, their pashod twenty-six others in her
North Korean village of GokSan were bound and tak&fiore a screaming crowd of
Communists. One of the guards ordered Pastor Kimrandther Christians, "Deny
Christ, or you will die." The words chilled her. Hmould they ask her to deny
Jesus? She knew in her heart he was real. Theyiallqufused. Then the
Communist guard shouted directly at the adult Clanst] "Deny Christ, or we will
hang your children." The young girl looked up at m®ther. She grlpped her and
knowing how much her mom loved her. her mother teaned down. With
confidence and peace she whispered, "Today, my lavdl,see you in heaven.*

All of the children were hanged. The remaining &adrs were then
brought out onto the pavement and forced to lierdowfront of a
huge steamroller. The Communists gave them onelasice. "Deny
this Jesus or you will be crushed." The Christiaad already given
up their children; there was no turning back. As dhniver started the
heavy piece of equipment, the singing from theagdirs started softly.

"More love, O Christ, to thee, more love to thee."



Martyrs are God’s withesse:

Eritrea.

Today some 3,000 Eritrean
Christians are imprisoned fo
their faith. Some are in
underground and solitary ce
whilst some are In 'secret’ e u
prisons for the 'disappeared

However. most are herded  EEEterrmeses ey
Into unventilated shipping containers in the desdére
dysentery and infectious diseases go untreatetureas
routine.

Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia, of course, strictly forbids the carsven of
any Muslim to Christianity. The penalty for conversis
beheading. Back in 2008, The daughter of a manwaris
for Saudi Arabia's religious police became a Ciamsafter
she joined an Internet chat group. He respondezlitiyng
out her tongue and burning her to de




Persecution

Calls for government repression of Christianity inthe United
States have grown louder than ever beford.he Huffington Post
even published a deeply disturbing article thatscalangelical
Christianity the number one source of domestiotesm in the
United States and that calls on the Secret Searidehe FBI to
Investigate and "infiltrate" pro-life and evangali€hristian groups.

Not only that, but many of the hottest best selbogks in recent
years have publicly mocked Christianity....

Just consider the titles of a few recent New Yoarkds bestsellers.....
*"God is Not Great: Why Religion Poisons Everything journalist
Christopher Hitchens.

*"The End of Faithby atheist author Sam Harris.

*"The God Delusidhby Richard Dawkins.

But this anti-Christian sentiment is just not hiyda few elitists. The
reality is that it has spread to much of the gdr@ypulation.

For example, the following are the titles of jusew anti-Christian
threads on one of the most popular political dismrsforums on the
Internet....

--“Dirty, Filthy, Christians”: Treatise On The ModDangerous Death
Cult In Human History

--How can we destroy Christians?




Persecution.

--Christians should not participate in politics

--Why Christians are so ******* |ame...

--Attention Heterosexuals! Repent! Jesus Can Rmdihke You Gay!
--Christian are sub-humans

The truth iIs that hatred for Christians and Charsty Is
rapidly increasing.

Jesus warned us that these days would come.

In Matthew 24:9, Jesus told us how the world will treat
Christians in the end times....

"Then you will be handed over to be persecutedpartdo
death, and you will be hated by all nations becaafsme."
Members of the same family will even betray ondlaardo
the authorities

The truth is that things are not going to get aasiey for
Christians from here on out. Someday soon theley&iho
place to hide from Christian persecution. When tiast
arrives, what will you do?




Martyrs are God’s withesse:
Hebrews 11:35-39.

There were others who were
tortured, refusing to be released

so that they might gain an even .ﬂ.n
better resurrection. Some faced = ¢ |
jeers and flogging, and even chair \

and imprisonment.

They were put to death by stoning
they were sawed In two;

they were killed by the sword.
They went about in sheepskins '
and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mstreth@d
world was not worthy of them. They wandered indgse
and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the
ground. These were all commended for their faith




Martyrs are God’s withesse:
Hebrews 12:1-4.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a griead of
withesses, let us throw off everything that hindars the
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixingey@s on
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. Forjttyeset
before him he endured the cross, scorning its sham
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Sider
him who endured such opposition from sinners, abybu
will not grow weary and lose heart. In your strugglgainst
sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of dimepyour

blood.
(Not everyone Is called to be a martyr)

But we are all called to be withesses!




God’'s withesse:

Luke 1;1-4. (MSG)

So many others have tried the
hand at putting together a stor
of the wonderful harvest of

Scripture and history that took

place among us, using reports

handed down by the original
eyewitnesses who served this
Word with their very lives.

Since | have investigated all the reports in cldetll,
starting from the story’s beginning, | decided tatevit all
out for you, most honourable Theophilus, so youlkcaw
beyond the shadow of a doubt the reliability of twau

were taught.

y
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The Holy Spirit given to empower Go(' s withesse:

Acts 1:1-5. (Author Luke) P

Dear Theophilus, in the first volume of this boalkrbte on E
everything that Jesus began to do and teach ungibay he N
sald good-bye to the apostles, the ones he hadenhbsou h
the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. Afterdeath T
he presented himself alive to them in many dlftes;ettlngs E fl
over a period of forty days. In facedfmee meetings, |
he talked to them about things concerning the longd
of God. As they met and ate meals together, hdhielt
that they were on no account to leave Jerusalenmiust
wait for what the Father promised: the promise heard
from me. John baptized in water; you will be bagdim
the Holy Spirit. And soon.

When they were together for the last time they@ddaster, are you
going to restore the kingdom to Israel now? Is thstime?

He told them, You don’t get to know the time. Tgmsthe Father’s
business. What you'll get is the Holy Spirit.

And when the Holy Spirit comes on you, you wilhbke to be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, all over Judea and Sameavien to the ends
of the world.

C




The two withesses & the 144 00

Revelation 11:3-10. b

And | will appoint my two witnesses, and th'
will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in
sackcloth. They are the two olive trees and,
two lampstands, and they stand before the
Lord of the earth. If anyone tries to harm th
fire comes from their mouths and devours t
enemies. This is how anyone who wants to
harm them must die. They have power to shut upghedms so that it
will not rain during the time they are prophesyiragd they have
power to turn the waters into blood and to strike earth with every
kind of plague as often as they want. Now whenhhgg finished
their testimony, the beast that comes up from thesgwill attack
them, and overpower and kill them. Their bodie$ heilin the public
square of the great city which is figuratively eallSodom and Egypt
where also their Lord was crucified. For three antaf days some
from every people, tribe, language and nation galke on their
bodies and refuse them burial. The inhabitants efaarth will gloat
over them and will celebrate by sending each ogjies, because
these two prophets had tormented those who live®erarth.




God’'s withesse:

“AND | SAW THE DEAD, SMALL AND GREAT, STAND BEFORE GOD; AND THE BOOKS WERE
OPENED: AND ANOTHER BOOK WAS OPENED, WHICH 15 THE BOOK OF LIFE: AND THE DEAD
WERE JUDGED OUT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS, ACCORDING TO

THEIR WORKS." Revelation 20012

See
NOTE 2




God's withesse:
Hebrews 10:28-31.

Anyone who rejected the law of 5’
Moses died without mercy onthe & .
testimony of two or three witness@a@ = =

How much more severely do you®
think someone deserves to be |
punished who has trampled the ~ §
Son of God underfoot, who has =*
treated as an unholy thing the
blood of the covenant that
sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of
grace? For we know him who said, It is mine to aeerg
will repay, and again, The Lord will judge his pémdt is a
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the livitpd.
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