


Grace.
AGF Conference ministry on Grace of God.

Prison pastor who murdered 4 people and his co-
Pastor who murdered 32 people.

For by grace arec saved
through faith:; and that
not of yvourselwves: It 1s
the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man
should boast.
Ephesians 2:8&9



Grace.

Edward Salazar.

After killing a man during an armed robbery, Edw&alazar
Mauricio knew he might face the electric chair iex@s, a state that
often wields the sword of justice with finality. Byod’s grace he
received a life sentence, but he hated and everugly attacked
Christians who attempted to witness to him in lisgn cell.
Eventually, however, the power of God’s Word peated his heart
and brought changes he could never have imagirefdor&he was
Six-years-old, his parents separated due to efatalcohol-fuelled
rages that resulted in the physical battering sihhother. To survive,
his mother fled the marriage and went to work wagland ironing
clothing. A few months after the break-up, Mauritmok to the streets
of San Antonio selling pop bottles, old newspajerd cardboard. He
also shined shoes near the military base. He begaentify with
other street children about his age. Soon, he goinem when they
stole toys from department stores. His shoplifang failure to attend
school landed him in a school for delinquent bayshoee separate
occasions.



Grace.

But a couple years after he left the service heevaaldorrible
mistake. He got involved in a robbery that resultechurder. In May
1966 he sat in a jail cell in the Bexar County.Jale couldn’t get the
words of the prosecutor out of his mind: Your Hondthe State of
Texas files notice that it will seek the death pign@dy electric chair).
He was arraigned for robbery and murder with madiogethought.
By the grace and mercy of God | was sentencedadanhprisonment,
he said. A few days later he was on a bus headqafifon,
handcuffed and impaired by heavy chains on his f&eton life was
harsh. Guards directed racial slurs in his directioch as “nigger,
wetback, and Mexican. Physical beatings were rotauient.
Mauricio was required to do manual agriculturalblab Guards
kicked at us and lashed out at us with bullwhipsfitheir horses as
we picked cotton, corn, beans, potatoes and otgpetables in the hot
sun, he said. He found himself on the wrong sidecokral
disciplinary actions that resulted in solitary aaement. In these
circumstances, he slept on a concrete block irrlg dandowless cell
without food for extended periods. Mauricio statieak inadequate
medical care within the prison resulted in the lofskis left eye,
which had to be removed completely.




Grace.

Despite this personal animus toward God, duringgbrmewhat
frequent trips to solitary confinement the guaedsa Bible in his

cell. | started reading the Bible to pass the tineenoted. Little did he
realized that God, in His great love, was slowigning His Word in
Mauricio’s heart. Years later, in 1978, he attendgutison
evangelistic meeting for the first time. A blackmster preached on
Saul of Tarsus persecuting Christians and abowdubsequent
conversion, he recounted. That word went straigfiat my heart. After
leaving the meeting | went to my prison cell, gotroy knees, and
said God, | know | am a sinner and that | haverdget my life
through sin, but if you can use my life in anywasulrender my life
to You right now. Mauricio had suffered from anaafion in his
throat for over a year. The infection producedra $oll of hardened
white pus, which had lodged itself in his throanlyOsurgery could
remove it, an ear, nose, and throat specialisirffadmed him. As |
Invited Jesus into my life all of a sudden all nrgdith left my body
for a few moments and | felt an urge to vomit arieew | did |
vomited a white ball of hardened pus the size of@mout of g
mouth. Startled, Mauricio looked in a mirror anevsan open wound
In his throat. Forty minutes later he looked in thieror again and the
wound had disappeared.




Grace.

| was completely healed by the resurrec 4
and glorified Christ, he realized. Maurici
was baptized in the prison, filled with the
Spirit, and began to serve the Lord amo
the inmates. Four years later, by God’
grace, he received a reprieve. | was par
to Joe Fauss, Director and Founder of
Calvary Commission. | was permitted to
return to Leavenworth Federal Prison and the T&®s®Hn Systems
a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 198@4$ sent by my
Calvary Commission leaders to the Texas-Mexico &otal pastor the
Calvary Commission church there. A few years later,Lord led
Mauricio to launch a church in Mexico City. As aué of his contact
with several tribal groups under his pastoral cheehegan to travel
with Joe Fauss to Belize and Guatemala, Centralrismgo
Romania, and to tribal groups in the country ofidnd know from
personal experience that God can take a murdedetuam him into a
missionary. My question to you would be, What dGesl want to
turn you into? If God can change me He can changeree.




Did Mannaseh deserve GQ's grace’
2 Kings 21:1-6 & 16-18.

Manasseh was twelve years old when he becamedadg,
he reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years. His motheame
was Hephzibah. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord,
following the detestable practices of the natidresltord
had driven out before the Israelites. He rebui# thgh
places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he aiscied
altars to Baal and made an Asherah pole, as Ahab &f
Israel had done. He bowed down to all the starrgte@nd
worshiped them. He built altars in the temple &f tlord, of
which the Lord had said, In Jerusalem | will put my
Name. In the two courts of the temple of the Loedpilt
altars to all the starry hosts. He sacrificed hisroson in
the fire, practiced divination, sought omens, andsulted
mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in thesegfethe
Lord, arousing his anger.




Did Mannaseh deserve Gg's grace’
2 Kings 21:1-6 & 16-18 (continued)

Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent
blood that he filled Jerusalem from end to end
besides the sin that he had caused Judah to commit,
so that they did evil in the eyes of the Lord. As fo

the other events of Manasseh’s reign, and all kde di
Including the sin he committed, are they not wnitte

In the book of the annals of the kings of Judah?
Manasseh rested with his ancestors and was buried
In his palace garden, the garden of Uzza. And Amon
his son succeeded him as king.




Did Mannaseh deserve Gag's grace’
2 Chronicles 33:1-16.
Manasseh was twelve years old when AN
became king, and he reigned in Jerusa /. {¥%7"=
fifty-five years. He did evil in the eyes ¢ /2" S0l /. =
the Lord, following the detestable e
practices of the nations the Lord had @ 2y 2%
driven out before the Israelites. He rebi \# 271G i - 4
the high places his father Hezekiah hat \ \
demolished; he also erected altars to ti
Baals and made Asherah poles.
He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshibean.
He built altars in the temple of the Lord, of whitie Lord
nad said, My Name will remain in Jerusalem foreuer.

noth courts of the temple of the Lord, he builaedtto all
the starry hosts.




Did Mannaseh deserve GQo's grace’
2 Chronicles 33:1-16. -

He sacrificed his children in th ;4-4 S T
fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnoriee ==
practiced divination and '. e
witchcraft, sought omens, and g
consulted mediums and spiritis
He did much evil in the eyes of%

the Lord, arousing his anger.

He took the image he had macgh
and put it in Gods temple, of
which God had said to David
and to his son Solomon, In this
temple and In Jerusalem whic.
| have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, Il wut m
Name forever. | will not again make the feet ofldraelites
leave the land | assigned to your ancestors, iy omey will
be careful to do everything | commanded them caomagr
all the laws, decrees and regulations given throlyises.




Did Mannaseh deserve GQ's grace’
2 Chronicles 33:1-1Gcontinued)

But Manasseh led Judah and the pet
of Jerusalem astray, so that they did
more evil than the nations the Lord
nad destroyed before the Israelites.

"he Lord spoke to Manasseh and h|
neople, but they paid no attention.
So the Lord brought against them
the army commanders of the king
of Assyria, who took Manasseh
prisoner, put a hook in his nose,
bound him with bronze shackles '
and took him to Babylon. In his distress he sotigt
favour of the Lord his God and humbled himself gyea
before the God of his ancestors. And when he prayadn,
the Lord was moved by his entreaty and listendds@lea;
so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to hisdany




Did Mannaseh deserve GQ's grace’
2 Chronicles 33:1-16 (continued)

Then Manasseh knew that the Lor
Is God. Afterward he rebuilt the
outer wall of the City of David, wes
of the Gihon spring in the valley, &
far as the entrance of the Fish Gat
and encircling the hill of Ophel; he
also made it much higher. He =
stationed military commanders in
all the fortified cities in Judah. He |
got rid of the foreign gods and |
removed the image from the temp s\

of the Lord, as well as all the altars ™ SSRGS
he had built on the temple hill and in Jerusalemxl &ne
threw them out of the city. Then he restored thar alf the
Lord and sacrificed fellowship offerings and tharfferings
on it, and told Judah to serve the Lord, the Gotsrdel.




Do you deserve Go0’s grace’
Which of these prayers do you pray?

Luke 18:9-14. oy
To some who were confident of their © ®
righteousness and looked down on f*‘%"_
everyone else, Jesus told this parable:

Two men went up to the temple to pray /( |
one a Pharisee and the other a tax d
collector. The Pharisee stood by himse = R )
and prayed: God, | thank you that | anr = —% -
not like other people robbers, evildoer: f

adulterers or even like this tax collecto j | \ QY
| fast twice a week and give a tenth of / \

all I get. But the tax collector stood at a distaneie would not even
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and saidl, Bave mercy on
me, a sinner. | tell you that this man, rather thiha other, went home
justified before God. For all those who exalt thelmass will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will dleselx
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Grace.

The Lord dealt with my self-righteousness during
the difficult time | went through 10 years ago.

The Jesus | never knew & What's so amazing
about Grace (Philip Yancy)

Do you know the Jesus who stands W|th arms open
to embrace those broke
and enslaved by sin,
If not, which Jesus
are you trusting in?




Grace.

Luke 7:36-48.

When one of the Pharisees invite
Jesus to have dinner with him, h
went to the Pharises’house and
reclined at the table. A woman i
that town who lived a sinful life
learned that Jesus was eating at
the Pharisees house, so she ca
there with an alabaster jar of
perfume. As she stood behind h
at his feet weeping, she began tC
wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped thdmm var
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. Wieen t
Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he saidnusklf, If
this man were a prophet, he would know who Is tmgch
him and what kind of woman she is that she Is aesin




Grace.

Luke 7:36-48.

Jesus answered him, Simon, | have
something to tell you. Tell me, teach¢
he said. Two people owed money to
certain moneylender. One owed him
five hundred denarii, and the other fil

. Neither of them had the moneytop =
him back, so he forgave the debts ofs R
both. Now which of them will love him more? Slmqm1|esei I
suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgivem hdve judged
correctly, Jesus said. Then he turned toward the avoamd said to
Simon, Do you see this woman? | came into yourénddisu did not
give me any water for my feet, but she wet myftlether tears and
wiped them with her hair. You did not give me g,Kmit this woman,
from the time | entered, has not stopped kissinde®ty You did not
put oil on my head, but she has poured perfumeyofeat. Therefore,
| tell you, her many sins have been forgiven aggneat love has
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little louds.IThen Jesus
said to her, Your sins are forgiven.




Grace.

Butterfly story:

One day, a small opening appeared on a
chrysallis (butterflies make a chrysallis
and moths make a cocoon); a person
sat and watched for the butterfly for

several hours as it struggled to force its bodyugh that

little hole. Sometimes the struggle has a pur
stopped and did not appear to be making an

pddeen, it
y pragtess

appeared as If it had gotten as far as it coulc
and it could not go any further. So the pe
decided to help the butterfly: With a pair o

scissors, the person opened the chrysallig STy

The butterfly then emerged easily. But it
had a withered body, it was tiny and had
shrivelled wings.




Grace.

Butterfly story:

The person continued to watch, expecting thatnwpat a
moment, the wings would open, enlarge and expanok t
able to support the butterfly's body, and becomma. fit
never happened! In fact, the butterfly spent tis¢ oéits
life crawling around with a withered body and skhed
wings. It never was able to fly. What the persarsincere
kindness and goodwill, did not understand was that t
restricting chrysallis and the struggle requiredthe
butterfly to get through the tiny opening, were ee's
way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfigto its
wings, so that it would be ready for flight oncadhieved
its freedom from the chrysallis. Sometimes, straggire
exactly what we need in our life.



Grace.
Our struggle with God'’s righteous

Law brings us to Christ and His Grace. Sa
At Salvation it is not God Law that ‘
ceases to exist, but us.. When preache .

try to free us from God’ law by using
grace as a license to sin, they prevent &
from the freedom of rising above our sinful nature.

Romans 8:1-4.

Therefore, there Is now no condemnation for thdse are
In Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus theolethe
Spirit who gives life has set you free from the ¢dwin and
death. For what the law was powerless to do becduwsas
weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his @rnrs
the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offerlgd so he
condemned sin In the flesh, in order that the eghis
requirement of the law might be fully met in uspwlio not
live according to the flesh but according to therigp




Grace.
The downward pull of sin and the upward lift of
God’s indwelling Spirit.
Our sinful nature can be compared to the law of

gravity.

The law of the spirit of life

In Christ Jesus __ can
be compared M to
the law of aerodynamics
which enables us to break
free and overcome the ldgravity.

N



Grace.

God’s grace accepts us as we are, but it does neave us
as we are.

2 Peter 3:9.

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, asesom
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to

repentance.

Titus 2:11-12.

! Ace OfF C has
all people.itteache
worldly passions, anc ontrolled,

go« pres;




God’'s grace can be misse
Matthew 21:23 &31-32. gy e
Jesus entered the temple cour} i — B % A
and while he was teaching, th i , --_. ALY aa
chief priests and the elders of a4
the people came to him. \\,.J,;_,;
Jesus said to them, “Trulyltel
you, the tax collectors and the*™
prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahdagba. For John
came to you to show you the way of righteousneskyau did not

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prasts did. And even
after you saw this, you did not repent and beliave.

Hebrews 12:15(Amplified)
Exercise foresight and be on the watch to lookejatine

another], to see that no one falls back from anis ta
secure God’s grace.




God’'s grace can be misse
James 4:6-8(Amplified) Pride will keep you from God’s grace..

But He gives us more and more grace (power of g Hpirit, to
meet this evil tendency and all others fully). Tisavhy He says, God
sets Himself against the proud and haughty, buggygrace
[continually] to the lowly (those who are humbleoagh to receive

It). So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stamd &dgainst him], and
he will flee from you. Come close to God and He eathe close to
you. [Recognize that you are] sinners, get youlesohands clean;
[realize that you have been disloyal] wavering nduals with
divided interests, and purify your hearts [of yairitual adultery].

FRIEND OF SINNERS Posn,



God's grace can be misse
The son of Manasseh serves as a warning.

2 Chronicles 33:20-24.

Amon was twentfwo years old when he
became king, and he reigned in Jerusa
two years. He did evil in the eyes of theyZ @\ & &t
Lord, as his father Manasseh had done \X A
Amon worshiped and offered sacrifices N
to all the idols Manasseh had made.

But unlike his father Manasseh, he did not humbiesalf
before the Lord; Amon increased his guilt. Amonfg@is

conspired against him and assassinated him in igge.




God’'s grace Is for the truly sorrowful.
2 Corinthians 7:8-11.

Even if | caused you sorrow by my letter, | donegtret it.
Though | did regret it | see that my letter hurtiybut only
for a little while yet now | am happy, not becauea were
made sorry, but because your sorrow led you tonmtpee.
For you became sorrowful as God intended and s@ \wet
harmed in any way by us. Godly sorrow brings regroé
that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, boraly
sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow has
produced In you: what earnestness, what eageriesgar

yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what lioigg
what concern.




Grace.

Grace sets us free from the slavery of sin and mageais

slaves of righteousness.

For sin shall no longer be your master, becauseamunot under the
law, but under grace. What then? Shall we sin bezavesare not
under the law but under grace? By no means! Dootk know that
when you offer yourselves to someone as obedardsslyou are
slaves of the one you obey whether you are slavas twhich leads
to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteess? But thanks be
to God that, though you used to be slaves to sumyave come to
obey from your heart the pattern of teaching tlm how claimed

your allegiance. ;;\ OLD SINFUL NATURE \ 600 NEW

v18 You have bee | ~ M SPIRITUAL NATURE

set free from sin WN |

and have become/ & " /{Q OR \\ @ <\

slaves to ) r\\ — L\ &;Zﬁ‘@@ﬂ

righteousness. =~ . - < ST )
ffd” S —H



Grace.
* Grace sets us free from the slavery of the law.

It Is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 8tan
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery. Mark my words! |, Paul,
tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised,
Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again |
declare to every man who lets himself be
circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole
law. You who are trying to be justified by the law
have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen
away from grace.




Grace.

« Grace sets us free from trying to earn our
Salvation.

Romans 4:1-5.

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh, discovered in this mattér?

In fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had
something to boast about but not before God. What
does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness.” Now to the
one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but
as an obligation. However, to the one who does not
work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, thel
faith is credited as righteousness.




Grace.
* Grace teaches us to live Godly lives.

Titus 2:11-15.

For the grace of God has appeared that offers
salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present
age, while we wait for the blessed hope the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do
what is good. These, then, are the things you should
teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do
not let anyone despise you.




Grace,
 Grace enables us to stanqAgainst Satan’s accusations)

Romans 5:1-2.

Therefore, since we have been justified through fare
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith inso th
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in theelod
the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glorpur
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character
nope. And hope does not put us to shame, becauss Go
ove has been poured out into our hearts throughHbly
Spirit, who has been given to us.




Grace.
e Grace enables us to minister.

Galatians 2:9.

James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars,
gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship
when they recognized the grace given to me. They

agreed that we should go to the Gentiles, and they
the circumcised.

Ephesians 3:7-8.

| became a servant of this gospel by the gift d’'&o
grace given me through the working of his

power. Although I am less than the least of all the
Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach t
the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ.




Grace.
e Grace enables us to endure trials and tests.

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

because of these surpassin(giy
great revelations. Therefore
In order to keep me from
becoming conceited, | was
given a thorn in my flesh,

a messenger of Satan, .
to torment me. Three times .~

| pleaded with the Lord to |
take it away from me.

But he said to me, -
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is cdmperfect In
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladbout my
weaknesses, so that Christ’'s power may rest ol had.is why, for
Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insuttdardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am wetllen | am strong.




From God’'s amazing grace.(pg29:

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy andved,
powels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mirekmass,
ongsufferingCol. 3: 12 Let the law of kindness be upon
your lips and the oll of grace in your heart. Tiusl
produce wonderful results. You will be tender, sytheitic,
courteous. You need all these graces. The Holyt Smust
be received and brought into your character; thtewill be
as holy fire, giving forth incense which will rigp to God,
not from lips that condemn, but as a healer ofsiials of
men. Your countenance will express the image aithee.
. . By beholding the character of Christ you weicome
changed into His likeness. The grace of Christ aloan
change your heart and then you will reflect the gmaf the
Lord Jesus. God calls upon us to be like Hipure, holy,
and undefiled. We are to bear the divine image. . .




From God’'s amazing grace.(pg29:

e The Lord Jesus is our only helper. Through His grae shall learn
to cultivate love, to educate ourselves to speadtiikiand tenderly.
Through His grace our cold, harsh manners will mnsformed. The
law of kindness will be upon our lips, and thos@wahe under the
precious influences of the Holy Spirit, will noglféhat it is an
evidence of weakness to weep with those who wesgpice with
them that rejoice. We are to cultivate heavenhebkances of
character. We are to learn what it means to havedgovill toward
all men, a sincere desire to be as sunshine anasshadow in the
lives of others. Seize every opportunity to conteldo the happiness
of those around you, sharing with them your aféectWords of
kindness, looks of sympathy, expressions of afgires) would to
many a struggling, lonely one be as a cup of catewto a thirsty
soul. Live in the sunshine of the Saviour's lovenlyour influence
will bless the world. Let the Spirit of Christ cawityou. Let the law of
kindness be ever on your lips. Forbearance andlfislseess mark
the words and actions of those who are born agaihye the new life
In Christ.

Ellen G White
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